
[3 OCToBER, 1910.)45

1catelative Eeeemblp,
Tuesday, 3rd October, 1916.

Questions:- Retrenchment [n State Departments
Water meter rents... ........
State Dairy, return

Electoral enrolmentur.
privilege, Question or Retd
AllOurmnt, Military Referendum
Bills0: Western Australian Day Funds (No. 1) with-

drawn .

Western Austraila Day Funds (No. 2), la., 2s.
Electoral Districts, 2t.. ........
Frrachise, 2s..............
permanent Reserve, (No. 1) 2R.......
Roman Catholic Chnrch Pmoperty Acts Amend-

ment, 2R..............Adoption of Mblidres Act Amndment, ft, Cam.
Special Lease (Lake Clifton), tL..........

Page
461
451
461
462
452
4as
46

465
465
462
066
469

470
471
471

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RETRENCHMENT IN
STATE DEPARTMENTS.

Mr. M7UNSIE, for Mr. O'Loghlen, aked
the Premier: 1, Is the report in the West
Auestralian of 27th September correct
wherein he denies that there has been
retrenchment in the State departments?
2, Is. it not a fadt that since his
Government took office 15 men were
dismissed at the Wooroloo Sanatorium;
70 were dismissed from the pipe track; 20
from the implement works; and 20 from
the water supply and house connections, in
addition to the whole of the sleeper cutters
at Donnybrook and Dwellingup 3, If this
is not retrenchment, will he explain what it
is?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, A
number of men have been put off from the
services mentioned, owing to the completion
of the work upon which they were engaged.
This does not apply only to the period since
the present Government took office, for in
the ease of the sewerage connections the
number of hands employed was reduced hr
5.5 between January and August last. 3,
There is a wide difference between paying
off hands because the work is finshed and
paying off hands merely for the sake of
cutting down expenditure. The latter is
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retrenchment and is due to the lack of
money, not lack of work upon which money,
if available, might profitably be expended.

QUESTION-WATER METER RENTS.
Mr. 'MUNSIE, for Mr. Green, asked the

Hon. J. D. Conuolly (Honorary Minister) : 1,
Is it true that no water meter rents are
charged either in the metropolitan area or on
the services at Midland Junction and Guild-
ford? 2, If this is so, will he take into eon-
sideration the question of the abolition of
this vexatious exaction on the household
water supply services on the Eastern Gold-
fields?

The HONORARY 'MINISTER replied:
1. in accordance with the provisions of "The
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Act, 1909," meter rents are not
charged for meters installed at private resi-
dences throughout the metropolitan area, 2,
The late Minister refused to rant a similar
request on account of the large annual de-
ficit on operations of the Goldfields Water
Supply TUndertaking, and of the condition.
of the State finances generally, unless the
communities concerned would agree to make
up the amount by contributing, by way of
increased water charges in other directions,
an equivalent sum. The Government can-
not see its way to depart from this ruling.

QUESTION-STATE DAIRY, RETURN.

Mr. ALLEN asked the Premier: Is it the
intention of the Government to lay upon the
Tahie of the House a return showing the
position of the State dairy-(a) capital
account; (b) result of trading for each
year; (e) result of trading from inception
to 30th June, 1916; (d) all charges against
concern; (c) price charged for milk sold?

The PREMIER replied: (a) £4,995 11s.
8d.; (h) 1913, profit £273 10s. lid.; 1914,
profit £24 12s. 2d.; 1915, loss £533 6s. 7d.;
19J6, profit £710, 2s. 5d.; (c) net loss, £165
Is. Id.- (di) apart from ordinary trading,
charges, interest, sinking fund, and de-
preciation--charges for work of lunacy
patients at 16s. per week (cost of their
mainte nance), also charges assessed at £515
per annum, for the following services, viz.,
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rental of farm and grazing lands,. horse and
dray hire, fuel, light and water (Supplied
from -institution), departmental services,
etc,.; (e) U.- Gd. per gallon, from inception
to date (il~uding period of drought in
1915, when ruling rates were much higher).

QUE8TION\L-RAILWVAY STATION,
WOODANILLING.

Mx. THOiM11ON (for Mr. S. Stubbs) asked
the Mlinister for Rail ways: 1, Is he aware-
(a) that the railway station at Woodanilling
has.been reduced to the condition of a siding
by the removal of the station-master and his
staff with all books and material; (b) that
the residents of the district are consequently
obliged to leave unguarded on the platform
their produce and other parcels on the chance
of their being picked uip by the guards of
passing trains, and so suffer very serious
los and inconvenience; (e) that recognis-
ing- that the change was made in the interests
of economy the residents of the district
offered to defray the cost of maintaining a
responsible railway official at the station
with the duty of taking delivery of parcels
on the part of the department for trans-
mission by train, the a~rrangement to cover
the period of the year- when the trade in
perishable produce is most important; (d)
that the Commissioner of Railways has re-
fused on any terms to appoint an officer
With power to issue receipts for such par-
eels?9 2, If so, what course does the Gov-
ernment intend to take in the matter?9

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, (a) yes; (b) they are bronght into
line with over 400 other sidings similarly
situated on the system; (e) yes; (d) the
Commissioner advises that the number of
trained men capable of taking charge of a
station has already been greatly reduced by
enlistment, and owing to the exceptional
falling off in the business generally, it has
been found absolutely necessary to close all
stations on lines where the train service has
been reduced, and the length of the section
can be increased. Woodanilling is one of
abont 20 which have been closed recently.
There are more than 400 unattended sidings
on the system: at about 30 of these, care-
takens have been appointed, and Woodanil-

liug is included amongst these. These care-
takers are paid a purely nominal amount;
their principal duties arc to accept orders
for wagons, and keep an eye generally on
parcels that may arrive at the station. The
residents Of Woodan~illing arc apparently
not satisfied with this, although the arrange-
ment is hoped to be only of a temporary
nature, and they have offered to pay the
salary of an officer for three months. Being
short of trained men, the Commissioner has
not been able to agree to their request. He
informs me that he advised the hon. member
for Wagin that, as the residents are pre-
pared to pay for an officer, they can choose
their own man to look after the goods, and
tie Commissioner will appoint him as care-
taker to carry out our requirements, as pre-
viously mentioned, and they could make up
to him any difference 'in salary if they de-
sired to have the whole of his services em-
ployed in their interest. 2, This is a ques-
tion of management of the railways which
has been vested by Act in the Commissioner,
and the Government does not propose to
interfere.

QUESTION-ELECT ORAL ENROL-
. tN1E NT.

Mr. MUN STE asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: 1, Has his attention been drawn to a
letter appearing in the W-estralian Worker
of the 22nd inst., by Mr. A. Discombes, ad-
dressed to the Chief Electoral Officer, and
the reply thereto? 2, Will he make a definite
statem eat to the House for the information
of electors in outback districts as to what
procedure they will have to adopt to ensure
correct enrolmentl 3, If so, whenl'

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: 1,
Yes. 2, The information required is con-
tained in a circular letter of instructions
issued to electoral registrars, dated 3rd July,
1914, which contains an opinion expressed
by the Solicitor-General on the point raised,
and which is as f ollows :-"Subject to a
claimant being a natural born or naturalised
subject, and an adult, the qualification for
an Assembly vote is residence in the State
for six maonths, and residence in the district
for not less than one month immediately
preceding the claim. Given these facts, an
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elcttor ih entitled to be enrolled; and to re-
ject the daim of a person whose qualification
is appaBrent cannot be justified. But if a
claimant resides in a municipal district or
townaite where the streets are named and
the houses are numbered, these lparticulars
nmust be stated. Where it is otherwise, only
such particulars are required as, in the
opinion of the registrar, are sufficient to
enable the exact localityv of the claimant's.
residence to be ascertained, The card re-
qluires the claimant's place of living (full
p ostal address) to be given. Except where
the streets are in fact named and the houses
numtered, it is for the registrar, in his dis-
cretion, to determine 'whether the particulars,
are sufficient to enable the exact locality of
the claimant's residence to be ascertained;-
and it would, in my opinion, be unreason-
able, if not vexatious, to reject a claim if
the particulars (however apparently meagre)
are sufficient to enable the registrar to as-
certain the one material fact as to whether
the claimant resides within the boundaries
of the district." The opinion in question
s-hows clearly the procedure required to be
adopted to ensure correct enrolment. 3, See
answer No. 2.

PRIVILEGE-QUFSTION OR RETURN.
Mr. W. D3. JOHNSON (Guildford)

[4.45[1. On a question of privilege, I desire
to draw Attention to the question asked by
the member for West Perth (Mr. Allen),
and the reply given thereto by thie Premier.
While it may be urged that the question as
asked is in order, I contend that the reply
given by the Premier puts it out of order;
because if an hon. member can ask a ques-
lion of this nature it precludes other mem-
bers from getting further details which they
may desire to have. In this particular in-
stance, had there been a motion for a return,
or a motion that papers should be laid upon
the Table of the House, I would have availed
myself of the opportunity to ask for certain
additional particulars. As it is, the Pre-
mnier has given information which is limited
to the scope of the question, without afford-
ing the House an opportunity of obtaining
further information which should, in my
opinion, be included in the reply, so (bat

the whole of the facts may be laid before
the public at the same time. I raise the
point because I consider that great care
should be exercised as regards questions.
Any hon. member is liable to ask a question
on a particular phase of a subject, and in
doing so to elicit a reply which will be abso-
lutely misleading to the public Again, a
Minister may, in all honesty, give a mislead-
ing reply. The 'Minister masy not know the
exact position of the matter which is being
brought under the notice of himself and the
Chamber. If, instead of a question being
asked, notice of motion for A return or for
papers is given, then an hon. member know-
ing the ftill facts is afforded an opportunity
of, if necessary, extending the scope of the
motion so as to ensure that the full facts
will go out to the public, should the 'Minister
fail to perceive exactly what is required in
order td5 give a complete answer. Therefore,
Although the question as asked is undoubt-
edly in order-

The Premier: What is it you take excep-
tion to?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: To the Premier's
reply. He is replying to questions which
are really not asked in the notice of ques-
tion. The notice of question asks whether
it is the intention of the Government to lay
a return upon the Table. The particulars
given by the Premier are limited, and by
no means as full as I would have liked and
would certainly have asked for bad a notice
of motion f or a return been given, as I
contend should have been done.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson)
[4.48]: The question asked me by the mem-
ber for West Perth reads.-

Is it the intention of the Government
to lay upon the Table of the House a
r-eturn showing the position of the State
dairy.-.

And then he proceeds to set out the par-
ticulars he wants. I have given those par-
ticulars. Instead of furnishing a return, T
reply "No" to the first part of the question.
I say, . "Here are the particulars"; and I
gie ttiem just as they are enumerated in

tenotice of question. I fail to understand
what is the objection of the leader of the
Opposition. The answer to the question
does not tie his hands.
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M1r. W. D. Johnson: The answer is abso-
lutely unfair.

The PREIER: Unfair? Nonsense.
The hon. member himself when in office has
followed exactly the same course on many
occasions. "Many questions have been
answered in exactly the same way by the
bon. member's Government.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Whether that is so
or not, I say it is wrong.

The PREMIER: I cannot for the life of
me see how the leader of the Opposition is
going to object to an bon. member's getting
information. The leader of the Opposition
can get all the information he wants.

Mr~. Angwin: No secrecy.
The PREMIER: There is no secrecy

whatever attached to these things.
Mr. Underwood: We, have had too much

of the hush policy in the past.
The PREMIER: I do not wvant secrecy.

I want to publish the facts.
Mr. Angw in: The dairy is all right, any-

how.
The PREMIER: I have given the in-

formation.
Mr. Angwin: What is it going to cost to

save the lives of the children?
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-in

reply) [4.51] : The point I desire to) raise is
whether, in view of the Premier's reply, the
question of the member for West Perth
should not have taken the form of notice of
motion for a return, so that other members
could add to the motion if they thought it
desirable in the interests of the public, ex-
tending the scope of the notice so as to en-
sure that the whole of the 4tails should go
out to the public. I fully admit that the
question as asked is in order, but I contend
that the reply given by the Premier has
placed the question~ out of order, bringing
it within the category of motions for re-
turns. I raise the point so that, in future,
questions of this description may take their
proper form of motions for returns.

Mr. SPEAKER [4.52]: The leader of
the Opposition admits that the question is
in order, and the reply given is no con-
cern of mine. The reply is a matter between
the Minister and the hon. member who asks
the question. The member for West Perth
(Mr. Allen) asked-

Is it the intention of the Government to
lay upon the Table of the House a return
showing the position of the State dairy ...

The answer to that question will be yes or
no; but the Premier has given fuller infor-
mation. Of that I can take no notice. The
matter is one for the Premier himself. It is
usual, however, in matters of this kind for
lion. members desiring such information to
move for a return. Questions asking for
statistical returns, or for such detailed in-
formation as requires the compiling of
official records, should take the form of a
motion for a return. I must admit that the
question is in order. It is a matter for the
Premier himself how he shall reply to the
question.

ADJOURNMENT-MILITARY REFER-
ENDUM.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) [4.56]: I move-

That the Hous e at its rising on Thurs-
day next, 5th October, do adjourn until
Tuesday, 31st October, in order to give
hon, members on opportunity of partici-
pating in the Referendum Campaign.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[4.571: 1 have no intention of opposing this
motion, but I would have liked the Premier,
in moving it, to give the House an assurance
that, as far as lies in his power, he will see
that freedom of speech is ensured in connec-
tion with this campaign. To my mind, it is
deplorable that in a country like Australia,
where we boast of our freedom, a stage has
been reached-and this applies to Western
Australia as welt as to other parts of the
Commonwealth-when a section of the pub-
lic, an organised section evidently, will not
permit both sides of the question to be laid
before the people.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Have you not experienced that in
former times?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. This is a big
national question and the very fact of its
being so important as to call for its submis-
sion to the People by way of referendum
necessitates the laying of both sides before
the public. Advocates on either side should
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have opport unities of addressing public
meetings.

iAr. Taylor: There is only one side to it,
and thiat is conscription.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: That is matter
of opinion. There are people who hold a
different view. I would like thle Premier to
give an assurance that the State Government,
so far as they are coucerned, will do all that
lies in their power to guarantee freedom of
speech to all, whether for conscription or
against conscription, addressing public meet-
ings.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex-in reply) [4.59] : By way of reply
to the leader of the Opposition, I may drawv
attention to a series of questions asked of me
by the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green)
at the last sitting of the House. One ques-
lion asked by that hon. member was-

As this great subject will have to be
submitted to a referendum of the people
of Australia on the 28th October, will he
(the Premier) endeavour to prevent a
repetition of these disgraceful methods, by
ranting adequate police protection to

those who desire to hold public meetings
to ventilate this question, so that both sides
may be presented to the people?

My reply was-
The State police will do all that is pos-

sible to maintain order at public meetings.
I reaffrm that statement. The present Gov-
ernment are at all times prepared to main-
tain law and order at any public meeting.
I may say that I myself have had experience
of puiblic meetings at which the police have
failed in their dray under this head. On sev-
eral occasions I have bhad bitter expcriencd
of failure onl thle part of the police to pre-
serve law and order at public meetings. So
far as our power goes, we shall certainly see
that the police do keep law and order at alt
public meetings.

Question put and passed.

BILLS-WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DAY
FUNDS (No. 1).

Withdrawn.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) [5.01: It is my intention to sub-

stitute another Bill for the one which was
introduced by the late Government, and I
therefore muove--

That the Western Australian flay Funds
Bill be ithdrawn with the view of the
introduction of a fresh Bill.

Question passed.

BILL,-WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DAY
FUNDS (No. 2).

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson)
having obtained leave, introduced a Bill to
declare the purposes to which the funds
raised by the movement known as "The
Western Australian Day for the sick and
wounded" may be lawfully applied, which
was read a first time.

Second Reading.
The PREMIER (Hion. Frank Wilson-

Sussex) [5.2] in moving the second reading
said: I desire to explain that the only al-
teration is contained in the middle para-
raph of Clause 2, which extends the power
of the provisional committee at any time to
pay such portion of its funds as it may de-
sire to the War Council of Western Aus-
tralia to be expended by sucb council for
any purpose previously mentioned in the
Bill. The original Bill was introduced by
Mr. Scaddan when we first met, and it was
introduced in accordance with a promise
which he gave on behalf of his Government
to the committee of the Western Australia
Day Fund. The following is a brief outline
of the circumstances which have given rise
to the necessity for the introduction of the
measure. At the time the appeal for West-
ern Australia Day was first made there was
considerable confusion as to the particular
objects to which the money would be ap-
plied. The feeling of the public, appar-
ently, was that the moneys should be applied
for the benefit of soldiers returned sick or
wounded to this State. At a conference be-
tween the secretary of the Red Cross and
the executive of the Western Australia flay
Fund it was decided that the moneys raised
by the fund should be handed over to the
Red Cross Society for disbursement, and
there was a certain resolution submitted at
that conference and it was embodied in the
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circular issued broadcast dated 10th July,
1915. That circular hears the signatures of
the president, vice-president, chairman of
Executive Committee, and honorary secre-
tray of the Western Australia Day Com-
mit tee, and of the honorary secretay of the
Red Cross Society. It is not a very long
circular and I propose to read it to the
House. It is as follows:

In accordance with the resolution car-
ried at the meeting held in Government
House on the 18th June all the money
collected on or in anticipation of 'Western
Australia Day will, in the first instance,
be paid over to the honorary treasurer of
the executive committee of the Western
Australia Day for the sick and wounded,
MIr. C. E. Harrison, Viking House, Wil-
liam-street, Perth, whose duty it will be,
on the closing of the aecounts to hand
over the money' received to the honorary
treasurer of the Western Australian
branch of the Red Cross Society (Mr.
A. D. Rank-me). The money so received
will be applied by the Red Cross Society
in a manner consistent with the basis upon
which subscriptions are sought, and the
pnblic may rest pssured that the sick and
wvounded returning to our shores will be
considered fully before funds are des-
patched overseas. No stipulation is to be
made that the whole of the Red Cross
Society's funds in Western Australia
shall be retained in Western Australia, in
view of the fact that the majority of the
Western Australian sick and wounded are
in hospitals in Egypt, Malta, and Eng-
land, deriving benefit from the Red Cross
funds in those centres; it is obvious that
if such a stipulation were made the ma-
jority of our brave soldiers would not
participate and this, we are certain,
'would not represent the general wish of
tile community.

That was the circular broadly laying down
the agreement come to with regard to these
funds. Then the Red Cross Society in the
ordinary courTse made application to the
court for the utilisation of some of the
funds, in other words, they wanted to remit
a certain sum of money, £10,000, in the first
instance, to headquarters in 'Melbourne in
order that it might be transmitted to the
hospitals referred to in the circular for the

benefit of our soldiers. The circular which
I have read has been recognised by the
courts as the trust deed under which the
Western Australia Day Fund must be ad-
ministered. They obtained the permission
of the court on the 30th December last, and
again on the 20th March of the present year
to remit money to headquarters. Legal
opinion was sought as to whether the moneys
raised by the Western Australia Day move-
ment and paid over to the society in ac-
cordance with- the resolution I have read,
could be applied outside the scope of the
constitution of the Red Cross Society, and
it was found that the moneys could not be
so applied. The report in connection with
the Western Australia Day Fund reads-

On the advice of the society's legal ad-
visers it was found that this money could
not he applied unless within the constitu-
lion of the Red Cross Society. It was
felt that when this money was collected
from the public it was intended that it
should he applied in any way for the
benefit of returned sick and wounded sol-
diers, and steps were taken to make the
fu~nd available for this purpose. Negotia-
tions with the late Premier (Mr. John
Scaddan) who has throughout extended
the kindest sympathy and support to the
society, resulted in a promise by the Gov-
ernment to introduce a HBill into Parlia-
ment to give the Society permission to ex-
pend the Western Australia Day Fund on
any object for the benefit of sick and
wounded soldiers. An indemnity by the
Government to the society to this end,
pending the passing of the Act, has been
received.

The constitution of the Red Cross Society
sets out the objects to which Red Cross
moneys may be applied. In brief these are-.

(a) To supply hospitals, ambulances,
vehicles, clothing, comforts, etc., for the
sick and wounded in time of war, and to
generally supplement the bospitals, mnedi-
cal stores, and equipment for the medical
services of the army and navy. (b) To
contribute aid to the sick and wounded,
irres 'pective of nationality, even though
the British forces are not engaged.

Fr-om this it will be noted that the objects
on which, by the constitution, the Society
were empowered to expend Western Airs-
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tralia Pay Fund moneys were very restricted
in comp~arison with the general idea in the
public mind when the money was contri-
butted as to how it should be applied. For
example, the constitution of the Red Cross
Society does not permit of the society mak-
ing- temporary advances by way of ameliora-
tion to soldiers, and this was undoubtedlly
one of the objects for which the Western
Australia Day Fund was raised. The Red
Cross Society felt that to administer the
funds in the directions for which they were
collected, it would be necessary for power
to be obtained to make disbursements out-
side thle scope of the constitution and the
assistance of the Government was invoked
to this end. The late Government gave the
society an indemnity pending the pasing
of the necessary legislation enabling them
to spend the Western Australia Day moneys
in any way for the beneft, assistance or ad-
vancemnent of soldiers, whether discharged
or undischarged, returned sick or wounded
to Western Australia, and also of soldiers,
whether discharged or undiseharged, who
may be prevented from leaving the State by
reason of injuqry, incapacity or sickness suif-
fered whilst on service. The Bill before the
House will give the soldety the necessary
legislative authority, as covered by the in-
demnity already given by the late Govern-
ment. This Bill gives power which will per-
met the society to expend Western Aus-
tralia Day Fund moneys upon sick and
wounded sailors -in addition to soldiers, and
it will also enable the Fund Committee to
make payments from that fund to other
bodies which have been appointed and upon
which the Day Fund may be lawfully ex-
pended, and to avoid the necessity of keep-
ing separate accounts of any moneys so
paid by the Red Cross Society to any com-
mittee or body. Provision is made in the
BiUl to provide that the receipt given by any
such committee or body to the society shall
be a complete discharge to the society as
payment made by them under the trusts of
the Western Australia Day Fund. I would
like to point out the position of the Fund
as it is shown in the balance sheet. The total
contributions to date, including interest,
amount to £68,844. There has been paid
away £C18,399, including two sums totaling
£15,000. The court gave permission in De-

rember last for thpe payment of £1O '000. and
in Alarcb of the present year £5,000 was
paid to headquarters. in 'Melbourne in ac-
cordance with the order of the court, for
the purpose of assisting military hospitals
in Egypt, Malta, England and elsewhere.
The balance in hand is £50,445, and I think
when I explain that the Bill is the outcome
of the negotiations between the late Govern-
ment and the two societies concerned, the
Western Australia Day Fund Committee
and the Red Cross Society, together with
the War Council-

Mr. Walker: Not the War Council.

The PREMIER: 1 do not know that the
War Concil was actually consulted.

Mr. Walker: The negotiations were prin-
cip ally with the Red Cross Society.

The PREMIER: When I point this out I
(do not think it requaires any further expla-
nation on my part. Hon. members will agree
that the Bill should be passed as soon as pos-
sible. The paragraph relating to the War
Council, which has been added to this new
Bill, is the middle paragraph in Clause 2,
which makes it lawful to pay maoneys to the
War Council to be expended by them for
the purpose for which the money is autho-
rised.

Mr. Walker: The ditficulty is that it stops
there. You get a receipt and lose the run of
the funds.

The PREMIER: The War Council are not
likely to lose the run of the funds. They
wish to utilise some of the funds for the
amelioration of returned soldiers, and the
committee of the Red Cross Society are in
favour of that course. Therefore, I do not
see bow we can offer any opposition to the
project. I move-

That the Bill be immn read a second time.

Air. W. D. JOHNSON (Guilldford)
[5.17 ] : I have no desire to move the adj ourn-

ment of the debate, because such an action
might be misunderstood. However, I ask
the Premier not to go on with the Commit-
tee stage this evening, but to alflow us time
for further consideration of the measure. It
is true, as the Premier has pointed out, that
an understanding was arrived at between the
Red Cross Society and the Western Austra-
lian Day Fund committee, and certain pay-
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meats were made by the Western Austra-
lian Day Fund committee which it
was considered were outside their scope.
Those payments were really made through
the Red Cross Society. When they realised
the difficulty the Red Cross Society ap-
proached the Government with the object of
getting an indemnity, so that they would be
free from any claims as to the expenditure
of the fund. That was done, and an under-
taking was given, in accordance with which
the late Government introduced the Bill that
has been withdrawn to-day. But there is a
marked difference between the two Bills. We
are now asked to go beyond the indemnity
which was given. That indemnity was
purely a matter between the Western
Australian Day Fund committee and
the Red Cross Society. The War Cojin-
oil did not come into it at all. Hon.
members should realise this difference
between the twvo Bills. It is all very well
for the Premier to say that because the War
Council, the Red Cross Society, and the
Western Australian flay Fund commit-
tee are in agreement we should not
quarrel; but I think we have a big
responsibility upon us, inasmuch as
this money was collected on the distinct
understanding that it would be expended by
the Red Cross Society for oar own sick and
wounded soldiers. There is just a danger-
I do not say that it will happen-that this
money may go into the Repatriation Fund.
There should not be any over-lapping be-
tween the two funds. I san proud to see that
the Federal Government are going to im-
pose taxation with a view to putting millions
into the Repatriation Fund, a course which
should have been adopted long ago. if
credit for this is due to any outside body, it
is to the anti-conscriptionists, who have
forced the hands of the Government in this
respect. However, I have no desire to raise
a discussion on the question of conscription.
I merely' wish to point out that there is a
danger in extending the powers of this comn-
nmittee in a manner which will enable them,
not only to pay over this fund to the Red
Cross Society, but to go farther and include
the War Council in the distribution so that
the War Council might extend their func-
tions. If this be done it is just possible that
some of the money may be diverted into

channels not anticipated when the public
subscribed it. Therefore, as representatives
of the people generally, it is our duty to see
that the funds so liberally subscribed by the
public shall be expended in the manner mn-
tended by the subscribers. I ask that the
Committee stage be postponed in order to
afford opportunity for investigation.

Mr. ANGWV1N (North-East Fremantle)
[5.21]: There should be no fear in regard
to the provisions in the Bill. On several oc-
casions it- has been brought under the notice
of the Western Australian Patriotic
,Fund committee that many of our
soldiers after discharge and while await-
ing their deferred pay have found
themselves destitute and have appealed to
the War Council, which to them appeared to
be the proper body from whom to expect
assistance. But the War Council have no
funds at all, and the money raised for the
Western Australian Day Fund could not
be applied to these men once they were
discharged. It was seen to be necessary
that someone should render assistance to these
men, and the question was taken up by
the Western Australian Patriotic Fund
committee. I maintain that this is the
clear duty of thg War Council. The
trouble in regard to this fund is that it was
never intended that the whole of the money
should be handed over to the Red Cross
Society. Any money so handed over, of
course, had to be administered in accordance
with the constitution of the society. When
there are lawyers on a committee they gener-
ally put some difficulties in the way, and
so it proved in this instance, there being
lawyers on the executive. Immediately the
War Council asked for assistance for the
soldiers the legal minds got to work and
found a bar to acceding to the request. But
for this, the money would have been put to
the purpose for which it was raised. The
War Council are working under an Act of
1Parliamecnt. They are the recognised au-
thority; no funds can be raised without their
consent, and there is no room for doubt that
their administration of these funds would be
beneficial to many men between the time of
their discharge and their securing of employ-
ment.

Mr. W. D). Johnson: Then it is going into
the Repatriation Fund?
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'Mr. ANO WIN: No. No member of the
War Council would agree to putting any of
this money into the Repatriation Fund. That
is a separate fund managed by trustees with
head-quarters in Mfelbourne. The War
Council of Western Australia have to apply
to Melbourne before spending, any of that
fund. Incidentally I think there should be
a few more workers on the War. Council.

The Premier: They are all workers, a most
industrious body.

Mr. AINGWIN: You know what I mean
by "worker." In view of this, there might
be a little jealousy in regard to the question,
hut I think provision should be made to em-
power the War Council to receive something
fromt the Western Australia Day Fund for
the amelioration of the condition of our sol-
diers.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [5.261:- The
clause referred to by the Premier requires a
little more explanation. Both the Premier
and the member for North-East Fremantle
say the money will not go into the Repatria-
tion Fund, but the fact remains that there
is nothing- to prevent it from being so used.

The Premnier: What is it given for? The
object is to be stated.

Mk-r. FOLEY: The objects are embodied in
the first part of Clause 2. Ev~en if the clause
is rigidly adhered to, there will still be a
chance of the money going into the Repat-
riation Fund; but in my opinion the War
Council have no desire to render much assist-
ance to any hut the Repatriation Fund, and
in this they are being strongly backed up
by the Federal Government. According to
Press reports the Federal Government have
said that everything is to be made subser-
vient to the Repatriation Fund. In mny
opinion, that fund should he a direct charge
on every person in the Commonwealth. I am
not ag-ainst the repatriation of our soldiers,
buit I object to any slip-shod method of em-
ploying moneys contributed for any other
purpose. The Premier has given uIS an asg-
surance that it is not desired to let this
mnoney #o into the Repatriation Fund, but
we have no guarantee that the War Council
will not take a different tview.

The Premier: Tt is for the Red Cross Soc-
iety, and not the War Council, to determine.

The Red Cross Society can make their own
stip)ulationls.

'Mr. FOLEY: If I were sure of that, I
would be content to let it go, but it is pro-
vided that it shall be lawful for them to dto
these things. It does not say for any specific
purpose at all. But in the event of the War
Council-

Mr, Willmoit: "As previously mentioned."
Mr. FOLEY: Is the reference to the

Repatriation Fund contained in the first
portion of that clause?

Mr. Willinolt: Of course it is.
Mr. FOLEY: There is no evidence of it

there. And, as I have said, my opinion is
that in recent times the War Council lbas
shown no desire to encourage any other form
of subscription than for the purpose of the
repatriation of soldiers.

111r. Willmott: You are referring now to
repatriation permanently; this Bill refers to
repatriation temporarily only.

Mr. FOLEY: But, according to my read-
ing- of this measure, they may say that any
assistance which they wish to give to the
Repatriation Fund is temporary in nature
only, and is to be backed up by something
p~ermnanent whenever something permanent
is (lone. But who is to do that permiianent
something-! By some it is said the Federal
Government will do it; others, again, are
saving that it is to be done by voluntary sub-
scription, while yet others assert it will he by
direct t axation. I think it would he well if
we could arrive at something definite on the
point as to how the permanent repatriation
of soldiers is to be effected, and until that is
known we shall not get very much further
ahead. For that reason I should have liked
to see the second reading of this Bill post-
poned. in order that hon. members might
have had an opportunity of ascertaining
what really% is meant. It is scarcely fair to
the House that this measure should be rushed
through. nor is it fair to those people who
have subscribed this money. I do not accuse
the Premier of wishing to rush this Bill
through . but I certainly do think that the
House should have had more time to examine
it, so as to ascertain what the Bill really
mneans. Each member who has spoken up till
now has given -a different opinion, and I

459



[ASSEMBLY.]

think we should have unanimity on this point
before we start with the consideration of the
Bill at all.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [5.32] : As
a member of the War Council, I can assure
the hon. member that he need not have the
slightest fear of any desire on the Part Of
members of the War Council to draw any
of this money into the ]Repatriation Fund, or
to use it for the purposes of the permanent
repatriation of soldiers.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: But that could be
done under this Bill.

Mr WVLIl4MOTT: I do not think so. As
has already been pointed out by the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Ang-
win), the War Council has found itself in
the past in the position of not having any
funds to draw upon when required for some
specific purpose. The position was dis-
cussed by the council and it was resolved
that it -would be beneficial to adopt a policy
of placing all contributions into one concern,
and having a certain portion of the fund
thus established allocated to the purposes
of the War Council. Those funds could
then be used for certain necessary purposes,
even though those purposes were not covered
by the ordinary functions of the Council.
The War Council has not the least desire to
puit this money into the Repatriation Fund,
for tile reason that, if it were done, the War
Council would directly lose control of the
money, as the control would then vest in the
central committee in Melbourne.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Nobody suggested
the War Council had any desire to do that,
but that it would he possible for it to be
done under this Bill. Another point raised
by hon. members is that the money was not
raised for repatriation purposes, that while
there was a connecting link between West-
ern Australia Day and the Red Cross So-
ciety, there is no connecting link with the
War Council-this Bill is making that link
now.

Mr. Thomson: What was the money col-
lected for?

Mr. WILLMOTT: For the Red Cross.
As I have already explained, the War Coun-
cil from time to time found itself without
funds; arnd the suggestion contained in the
Bill came from the Red Cross representa-

tives on the WVar Council. I can assure hon.
members they may disabuse their minds of
the idea that the War Council has any wish
to use this money for the repatriation of
soldiers.

Mr. Carpenter interjected.
Mr. WILLMO1TT: There have been many

things we would have liked to do; but we
have not a farthing with which to keep men
going, even for a time, Members of the
council have even done that out of their own
funds.

Mr, Foley: But the Patriotic Fund gives
a certain amount to the dependents of
soldiers.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Yes, to the depend-
ents, but not to the man himself. That is
the very point. Many of the men come hack
here and find themselves stranded. Here is
the ease of one returned soldier, which. will
illustrate. He was put on hoard a boat for
Australia and his kit was supposed to have
been put on board also. Whether or not it
was nobody can say, but on arrival at Fre-
mantle it was found that his kit was not
there. In that kit were the papers upon
which hie would be entitled to draw his pay.
When he landed, naturally he wanted his
pay; but hie was told that he could not be
given his money until the necessary papers
were produced, or until the office had cer-
tain evidence of his identity. That unfor-
tunate man was in the position of not being
able to draw a single penny.

Mr. Foley: But do you not think the duty
of assisting such men should devolve on the
whole of the people of Australia, instead of
on one section only?

31r. WILLMOTTr: Since that, I happen to
know that similar cases have occurred. It
is all very well while the men are coining
back in ones and twos, but when soldiers
begin to return in large numbers, this will
become a very difficult problem. That is an
aspect of the question which should appeal
to the House. It is astonishing how many
little things of this nature crop up day by
day, matters which do not come under the
headingc of repatrintion, in respect of which
the War Council has no fund at the present
time to draw upon. Members may rest as-
sured that the War Council will utilise this
money for temporary relief purposes only.
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Mr- W. 1). Jobnson: The Repatriation
Committee has other funds.

Mr. WILLMOTT: If the hion. maember
were on the War Council, be would, I am
sure, be one of the last to suggest that the
council wishes to use these funds except ina
the way I have explained.

Mr. W1. D. Johnson : I do not say they
are anxious to, but that they have the power
to under this Bill. I say we are going be-
yond the purposes for whilich this money was
subscribed.

211r. WILLMOT'r: f think the House will
find that this mioney will be used by the
War Council for the very purpose for which
it was subscribed.

-Mr. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.30]: 1
well remember the occasion on which this
collection was made, and the object for
which it was made. The trite purpose of
the collection was to afford succour, help--
charity if you like-to our own returned
Australian soldiers. But when the money
had been collected, tlhe biggest part of it-
I might almost say the whole of it-was
claimed on behalf of one organisation,' the
Red Cross. Everybody subscribing bad
been told they were contributing towards
Red Cross purposes, but they were also told
that they were contributing towards help-
ing our own people. Pounds upon pounds
were collected on the ground that it was a
contribution for the assistance of our own
people. But the moment that the whole of
the mioney w as put into the Red Cross So-
ciety's funds it became immediately ear-
marked for those specific purposes con-
tained within the charter of that organisa-
tion. That money cannot he utilised for
any purpose outside those strictly defined
in the Red Cross Society's charter. There-
fore. the hulk of that money, in fact the
whole of it, instead of being- distributed'
among Australians in Egypt or in France.
would hie forwarded to the London
head-quarters of the society and dis-
trihuied there as; thought to be best. Ap)-
reals have had to be made to our Courts
for 1-ermission to divert that money. More
than one appeal has been necessary for per-
isison to utilise the money for purposes

other than assistance to our own citizen
soldiers, who have volunteered for the ser-

vice of the Empire. An indemnity even was,
required,. so that the House wil see it was
no mere quibble of the law. Everyone
knows that any organisation working under
a. charter is compelled to keep within the
four corners of the charter.

Mr. Willmott: And rightly so.

,1r. WALKER: I agree that it is rightly
so. Even the local representative of the Red
Cross Society, if anxious to help) our suf-
ferers, is bound by the terms of incorpor-
ation of the Red Cross Society. After
consultation with the Government, a Bill
was sooght to give power to the representa-
tives of the Bed Cross Society to divert the
money for other charitable purposes. That
Bill was hrought down, but not passed. It
was reintroduced by the late Govern-ment;
hut now comies an alteration. At first glance
it appears wise to allow funds contributed
by the local people for the purpose of assist-
ing local people to he controlled by a local
body in (ouch with returned and departing
soldiers. But I want to know what power
eve,.n (he War Council has to constitute itself
a charitable urg-anisation, for the purpose of
relieving any necessity which may be brought
to its notice. The War Council is to take
up a sort of voluntary work with apparently
no responsibility or supervision. Whilst I
have every confidence in that council, 1
should like to know who is going to 15e res-
p~onsiIble for seeing that that mioney is pro-
perly, wisely, anti judiciously distributed;,
and also who has anthorised the War Coun-
cil to assume this responsibility- The moment
the Red Cross Society's representative at-
taches his sigunature and obtains a receipt
in respect of funds handed to the War Coun-
cil, all responsibility ends-

Mr. Willnmolt: S o far as the Red Cross
Society is concerned.

M1r. WALKER: And also so far as the
subiscribers are concerned. The War Coun-
cil may properly distribute those funds; hut
I would point out that the hon. member him-
self raised a question in the course of his
speepcb which shows that he also had some
doubt as to the wisdom of putting this res-
1-onsihility on the War Council. He told us
that there have been cases of returned sol-
diers who could not produce the papers
necessary for the satisfaction of local officers
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to entitle them to receive payments. They
could not produce their pay books, they could
not estalblish their identity.

IXlr. Wilimoit: They could establish their
identity.

Mr. WALKER: I will go further and sa 'y
that there have been those who could not
prove their identity when they came back on
account of their papers coming after them,
and could not show what were the proper
payments or that they were making proper
claims. Whose responsibility is that? It
is not that of the War Council or the Red
Cross Society, nor is it that of any charitable
organisation. There is something short-
sighted in the manner of dealing with these
claims, or there certainly was at tthe comn-
mencement, when our first lot returned. The
machinery was not completed for properly
dealing with these people, and great hard-
sh~ips occurred at times.

Mr. Gardiner: The Patriotic Fund finds a
deal of difficulty itself in dealing -with the
matter.

Mr. WALKER: There is no question
about that. Herb we have a Patriotic Fund,
the War Council, and the Red Cross, and
what I am afraid of is that ultimately we
shall be unable to fix the responsibility on
anybody, when any single section is not deal-
ing adequtately with our returned soldiers.

Mr. Foley: Let us have direct taxation;
that would settle it.

Mr. WALKER: W hat is needed is a fund
provided by the Comm onwealth to meet
emergencies of this kind, and administered
officially and strictly, and with sympathy.
I±' it is left to somebody merely moving
when the position is desperate and notice
brought, and then perhaps the matter going
from one organisation to another and from
one door to another, there is going to be a
great deal more dissatisfaction than already
exists. I. submit that it is a solemn responsi-
bilit ,y devolving upon the Commonwealth
Government to see that adequate means are
provided that no soldier is thrown upon the
street or has to seek some charitable organ-
isation in order to obtain relief upon his
return.

Mr. Allen: Hear, hear!
Mr. WALKER: That is the position.

Mr. Foley: It is a position which is not
being manifested at the present time.

'dr. WTALKERE It is not being sufficiently
impressed-

Mr. Foley: And all the talk that is going
on will not do any good, we want some-
thing- to prevent it.

Mr. WALKER: It is not being sufficiently
imipressed upon the Federal authorities. I
shall object to vote for the clause as it
stands. It is too indefinite and too vague,
and the money might be diverted from its
proper purposes. I have not one word to
say against those zealous members of the
commnittee who axe giving their work so uin-
selfishly for the good of the country end for
the benefit particularly of the soldiers who
have returned, but they are all, I think,
limited in their knowledge and the time that
they can bestow upon the matter, and they
may not always be the constituents of that
council. Others may come in. Amongst other
things provided in the first portion of Clause
2 is "the advancement of the soldiers." On
the question of the advancement of the sol-
diers, repatriation might well be considered
as included. The fund might be technically
and correctly applied to that purpose. Un-
til there is some amendment, which we shall
have to consider in Committee, I should not
feel inclined to give my consent to the pass-
ing of that clause and to its becoming a part
of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL-ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.

Second Rending.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. RI.
T. Robinson-Canning) [5.50] in moving
the second reading said: The object of the
Bill is to make provision for the better re-
presentation of the people of Western Auas-
tralia in Parliament,

Mr. Carpenter: Quite necessary.
The Premier;, Yes, quite necessary.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A Royal

Commission free from party influence is
appointed in the Bill itself, to consist of a
judge of the Supreme Court, the Surveyor
General, and the Chief Electoral Officer,
The Royal Commission will divide the State
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into 50 electoral districts. That will be its
duty. That portion of the State now corn-
prised in the Kimberlcy, the Roebourne, the
Pilbain, and the Gascoyne districts (with
somc mnodifications of boundaries as the Com-
missioners may think fit ') will be divided into
four districts as at present. The qnota will
not apply. As regards the area now comn-
prised within the remaining 46 districts, the
Commissioners will allot a certain number
of districts to each of three areas, namely,
firstly, the metropolitan area; secondly, the
goldfields central area; and thirdly, the agri-
cultural-mining area. Hon. members will
see the boundaries of these areas in the
schedule.

MNr. Carpenter: 'It sound., like a wedding.
Mr. Taylor: Where is community of in-

terest there?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As a gen-

eral principle, one vote one value is theo-
retically good, and absolutely good when all
conditions of life and environment are equal.
It, however, can only satisfactorily apply in
closely settled districts, and where corn-
munity of interest exists. Western Anstra-
lia has a scattered population in the country,
and it cannot be said that there is community
of interest between the agricultural districts
and the goldfields, or between the goldfields
and the closely settled industrial population
of the metropolitan area.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: That is a strange
argument.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Bill
provides for two distinct classes of quotas.
The first is what I may term a "uniform
quota." That is for the purpose of calcu-
lating the nurnher of districts into which
each area will be divided. Such quota is as-
certained by dividing by 46-being the num-
ber of districts to be prodided for-the
aggregate of the following three figures,
namely, firstly, the total enrolment in the
agrienitural-mining area; secondly, the total
enrolment in the metropolitan area reduced
by two-fifths; and thirdly, the total en-
rolment in the goldfields central area reduced
by one quarter; and the quotient thus ob-
tained becomes the "uniform quota" for the
above-mentioned purposes, approximately, 1
may say on Present figures, 3,000 electors.

Mr. WV. D). Johnson: That is in the gold-
fields central.

Mr. O'Loghlea: Would you give us an
illustration, a eumpanison?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will give
the boa, member an illustration later. That
is the first class. The other class of quotas
is required for the purpose of delineating
the districts within each area, and these
quotas are arrived at by dividing the total
actual enrolment, that is the whole of the
electors of each area, by the number of dis-
tricts allotted to that area, there being thus
obtained an average or quota of enrolments
which will form the basis for the redistribu-
tion in each area. Take the metropolitan
area. The present number Of enrolmenta
there is 70,8389 electors. The number of dis-
tricts apparently will be 14, and the quota
5,060. But although the quota is taken as
the basis for such division, the Cominis-
sioners may allow a margin not to exceed
two-fifths, 20 per cent., more or less, and
shall give consideration to the following:-
firstly, community of intrests-

Mir. AV, 0). Johnson: That is community
of interest in the districts as divided by the
Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Certainly.
Secondly, means of communication; thirdly,
physical features; and fourthly, the exist-
ing houndaries. The Comm issioners; will re-
port to the Attorney General, who shall lay
the report on the Tables of both Houses of
Parliament, and a Bill will then be intro-
duced for the redistribution of seats in ac-
cordance therewith. The Bill will provide
for the readjustment of provinces. The seats
of existing members of the Assemably and
Council remain unaffected until a dissolu-
tion of the Assembly or the periodical vaca-
tion of seats in the Council. There is also
provided for a redistribution from time to
time on the resolution of the Assembly, or if
any biennial election enrolments for five
districts falls short of or exceeds the quota.
The basis of the 1913 Bill, as of this Bill, is
the quota and its fixing. The 20 per cent. in-
Crease or decrease of which I have spoken
does not affect the principle, and is merely
incidental. The 1913 Bill was a centralisa-
tion measure at the expense of the goldfields
and of the country districts, from which it
took no less than eight seats, which eight
seats it automatically gave to the metropoli-
tan area. This Bill names the Royal Comn-
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missioners-an apoiutmeut by Parliament-
whbilst thie 1913 Bill gave the appointment to
the Government of the day.

Mfr, Bolton: This is the same thing, is it
not 9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.
Mr. Bolton: You are going to appoint the

commissioners under the Bill.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When the

1013 Bill was before the Assembly, the then
Premier, Alr. Scaddan, said-

I do not know how this distribution is
going to pan out.
Ai1r. W. D. Johnson: IHow could he know?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I therefore

Dow wish to show how that Bill would have
panned out, and to explain to members of
this House the difference between the pro-
visions of the 1913 Bill and those of this
Bill.

M~r. Bolton: Will you tell us how this Bill
Mill1 pan out 9 It is only fair.

Mir. Taylor: After the elections he will.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The 1913

Bill exempted from its general provisions
the fouir electorates I have mentioned-Kim-
berley, Pilbarn, Roebourne, and Gascoyne;
and the area now covered by those districts
was, tinder that Bill, to he divided into three
districts, leaving 47 for the balance of the
State to be constructed by the commission-
ers on an even quota of enrolment. The
Legislative Council restored the four North-
ern districts, of which action the Assembly
later approved. The 1013 Bill would have
centred 40 per tent. of the whole of the
Assembly representation in the metropolitan
area, by raising the number of metropolitan
districts from 12 to 20. This Bill on pre-
sent day enrolments end on present boun-
daries will work out-and now I am an-
swering the question of the member for
South Fremantle (Mfr. Bolton)-st 14 dis-
triets for tile metropolitan area, represent-
ing an increase of two. The 1913 Bill. would
have reduced the representation in the As-
sembly of the present 13 goldfields districts
from 26 per cent. to 16 per cent., reducing
the number of goldfields districts by five,
from 13 to eight; while this Bill reduces
goldfields representation by four districts
calculated on the present enrolment.

Mr. Foley: Those are not your own
figures.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: These are
the departmental figures of the actual en-
rolment, and are indisputable The point is
that in the Assembly debate on the previous
Bill no one look the trouble to analyse the
measure.

Ur. Taylor: Where were the Opposition?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Pre-

miler had said he did not know how the mea-
sure would pan oat.

Mr. Bolton: We will. analyse this mea-
sure.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The bon.
member may do so to his heart's content.
Continuing my analysis of the 1913 Bill, I
have to point out that it would have reduced
the representation of the present 21 country
districts to 1 9- The 1916 Bill exempts from
its general provisions the four Northern dis-
tricts of Kinaberley, Pilbara, Roebourne, and
Gaseoyne; hut the boundaries of those dis-
tricts may be readjusted by the commis-
sioners into the same number of districts,
namely four. That leaves 46 districts for
the remainder of the State. The 1916 Bill
provides quotas on a sliding scale, based
upon the present figures of enrolment, and
working out approximately as follows:-
Quota for the metropolitan areas 5,000, for
the central gold-fields areas 4,000, and for
the argicultural-mining area 3,000.

Air. Foley: Working it out on your own
sliding scale, do you think the 3,000 and the
5,000 fair?9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Mfost
certainly. The Bill reduces the metropolitan
representation. Hon. members opposite
would have centralised the whole governl-
went in Perth. Calculated on the present
enrolment, the 1916 Bill would increase the
representation of the metropolitan area by
raising the number of districts from 12 to
14. Calculated on the same enrolment, the
same Bill would increase the representation
of the country or agricultural districts by
raising their number from 21 to 23, an in-
crease of 'two.

Mr. Foley: That just means that you
take some seats from the goldfields and
spread them over the other portions of the
State.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
giving the effect of the Bill calculated on the
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present enrolments, which would reduce the
representation of the goldfields districts in
the Assembly from 13 to nine, a reduction
of four districts as against the five districts
which were cut out by the 1913 Bill. At the
smuce time, this measure leaves the Golden
Mile with its present four members un-
touchied.

M~r. W. D. Johnson: Whiy do not you fol-
iow' your figures up? You gave us the
quotas for metropolitan, agricultural, and
mining.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am com-
ing to the other figures. In order to enable
hon. members more fully to comprehend the
provisions of this Bill, I have had prepared
by the Electoral Registrar four returns,
which 1 have laid before boa, members for
their consideration. I now refer hon. mem-
bers to No. 1 return, which shows the quota
calculated on the jpresent enrolmnent in the
existing distr-icts. The first column mentions
metro politan, central goldfields, and agricul-
tural-mining; the nest column states the
number of districts at the present day, be-
ing 12 for the metropolitan, four for the
central goldfields, nine for mining districts,
and 21 for agricultural and ports. The
enrolnents are given ini the third column,
and to-day's quota is given in the last
column. On looking at No. 2 table hon.
members will find that the quota is calculated
on the present enrolment of the propose,1
new districts. I myself have added to that
table two columns, one on either side, which
I will give to hon. members; and they can
add] those columns, which I think useful, to
the table, for their own information. Taking
the table as it stands, it gives again the
various areas or districts. The first column
of figures shows the number of new districts
there will be in each area. The next column
gves the enrolments, which are as before.

The last column gives the quota in each dis-
tricL If hon. members will look, for in-
stance, at "metropolitan 5,060" they will see
where T get my 5,000 from. On looking at
"~central goldfields 3,845" they will see how
I arrived at 4,000. On referring to "agricul-
tural-inining (combined) 2,925" they will see
where I got my figure of 3,000. I suggest
hon. members should mark on the side of
this table 5,000, 4,000,. and 3,000; and they
will then follow my argument. I suggest

also that lion, members insert a column in
fi'wit, of the: first figure column, and call it
"present number of members.' I suggest

lion, members should fill in there, "2 letro-
politan J2, central goldfields four, mining
nine, agriculture and ports 21; total 46."
Hon. members will then have a complete
schedule dealing with the present enrolment,
as contrasted with the new one. Return 3
gives a calculation, based upon present en-
rolient, of the approximate number of dis-
tricts to which each area as defined in this
measure would be entitled. The first column
again mnentions the area; the second the
actual enrolment; the third the figures for
calculation purposes under Clause 4 (a) of
tlhe Bill; and the fourth column the number
of districts. Taking metropolitan, the actual
enrolment is 70,838, less two-fifths 42,502,
and the number of districts 14.38, or, as
figured out in a further column, 14. Central
goldfields figures work out at 3.90, which I
phrase, as of course the commissioners
would, four. The total of agricultural-min-
ing, 27.72, is in effect 2$. Thus the total of
46 is arrived at. The last return gives the
subdivision proposal of the late Government
on the basis of the present enrolment, If
lion. members wish it, 1 can supply a sche-
dule of the 1913 enrolment. There are, of
course, slight differences in the figures; but
I amn here applying the 1913 Bill to the prL-
sent day figures. H~on, members on doing
so will find that in the metropolitan area,
with 70,000 electors, they have 19.80 mem-
bers, which is to say 20 members, under the
1913 Bill, as against the existing number of
12. I sug-gest lion. members add a new
column here also, calling it "present time."
That new column wvill show metropolitan
22, central goldfields four, mining nine, agri-
culture and ports 21. I would suggest a
further column headed "new Bill," which
column would show metropolitan 14, central
goldlfields four, other mining districts five,
agriculture and p~orts 23. Thus hon. mem-
bers have the whole of the information for
which they have been asking.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: I hope you are going
to circulate those 'figures.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Eon.
members have them.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: But you have made
certain additions here.

465
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I sug-
gested hon. members should make those.

Mr. W. D). Johnson: You ought to supply
those to members. Could you not do that
just in type-wrilten form?

Thle ATTORNEY GENERAL: If hion.
members opposite had only listened for a
fewv momuenls, they could have written those
ligures; down. Type-written forms showing
those figures are quite unnecessary.

Mr. WV. 1). Johnson: If the figures are
worth quoting, they are worth putting into
your return.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
given lion. members the figures, and lion.
members can deal with them as they please.
1 have other information here available for
lion. members in respect of questions they
may wish to ask, as to total enrolment for
any individual district, or the like. I do
not think it would serve any purpose to put
that information before hion. members at the
present moment, but I shall be prepared to
give it. Hon. members now have the in-
formation I consider necessary for intelli-
gent consideration of the measure, and 1
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Mr. W. D.. JOHNSON (Guildford)

[6.16]: 1 move-
That the debate be adliourned until

Tuesday next.
The Premier: No. Why should the busi-

ness of the House be hung up like that?
Mr. Bolton: Say the Committee stage

next week.
The Premier: Yes.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: With the perniis-

sion of the House, I wish to point out that if
the debate is resumed on Thursday next it
cannot be completed on that day. The
House will adjourn on Thursday for two or
three wveeks, and then we shall have had
only half the debate. After one or two
members have spoken, the debate will be
adjourned for two or three weeks. If con-
sideration of the measure is postponed until
Tuesday next, it will go over the adjourn-
men t.

The Premier; This is only a Commission
Bill. It is not a Redistrihution of Seats
Bill.

Mr. Bolton: But it gives the commis-
sioners certain powers.

Ron. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : The debate wvill finish on Thursday
all right.

Motion (adjournment) put, and a divi-
sion taken with the following result;-

Ayes . .14

Noes . .. .. 17

Majority against

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mrt.
Mr.
Mr.

Alms.

Carpenter
Foley
Holman
Hodson
W. D. Johnson

Muilany
Munsie

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.

Noss.

Mr. Butcher
Mr. Connolly
Mr. Cunningham
M r. Goorge
Mr. Griffiths
My. Hardwick
Mr. Harrison

Mr. E. n. Johnston
Mr. Let roy

Ir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

3

O'rogh len
Taylor
Thomas
Walker
A. A. Wilson
Bolton

(Telnlt.)

Mi tchellI
Robinson
Thomson
Veryard
Wan sbro Ull
Wilimott
F. Wilson
Male

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Sitting suspended from 6.23 to 7.30 p.m.

'-%r. SPEAKER: A motion for the ad-
journnient of the debate can now be taken.
When the House rose at 6.15 the motion for
the adjournment of the debate until nest
Tuesday was defeated.

On motion by 'Mr. Bolton, debate ad-
journed.

BTI-FRANCHISE.

Second Recading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. T. Robinson-Canning) [7.33] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The object of
this measure is to preserve the franchise of
the members of His Majesty's forces and is
practically the same Bill as that suggested
by' the late Government. There is, how-
ever, an addition to the end of it, and two
clauses have been remodelled, but the prin-
ciple is the same. Under the existing law,
that is, the Electoral Act of 1907, an elec-
tor must be enrolled in the district in which
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hie lives and can only vote so long as he
continues to live in the district for which
he is enrolled, with the exception that if he
changes his place of living and an election
is held before hie transfers his name to an-
other roll within three months after *he
ceases to lire in the district for which hie is
enrolled, hie may nevertheless vote for that
district. The Bill before the House which
deals with thie franchise of electors on ser-
vice, that is, soldiers, provides that such an
elector on service with His Majesty's forces
shall he deemied during such service to con-
tinue to live in the district for which hie wvas
enrolled at the commencement of such ser-
vice.

Mttr. Bolton: Whether hie is abroad or
not 7

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No mat-
ter wvhere he is.

Mr. Walker: Is being in camp regarded
as being on active service?9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. The
Bill also provides that a person on service
not enrolled may be enrolled for the dis-
trict in which hie lived immediately before
the commencement of service. In dealing
with the question of the Legislative Council
franchise, the household qualification of a
Council elector is preserved if the elector
continues his tenancy of the house, though he
need not continue to live in it. The chief elec-
toral officer can insert the names of any
person which may have been omitted, and
preserve tIheir franchise. The last portion
of the Bill provides that an asterisk or a
star0 is to be placed against the name of an
elector who hans joined the forces, the ob-
ject being for the convenience of electoral
and returning officers who may thhis be able
to see at a glance which of the electors are
on service and not in the district at the
moment.

Mr. Walker: Have you made any pro-
vision for them to voteI

The ATTORINEY GENERAL: No.

Mr. Walker: Then what is the good of
keeping the names on the roll if they can-
not vote9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is im-
possible to make adequate provision for the
votes of soldiers to be taken in war-time.

I think it is undesirable that such provision
should be made in regard to men who are
engaged at the Front. The object of the
Bill is to continue the names of those en-
gaged on active service on the roll. I
mov-

That the Bill be tion rend a second
time.

M Ir. W . D . JOHNSON (Guildford)
[7.3S]:- As the Attorney General has
pointed out, the Bill is practically the same
as that which was prepared by the previ-
opus 0overnment. I candidly admit that it
will be of vecry little practical use, but 1
think it is only right that the names of
those who go on active service should as far
as possible be retained on the roll. There
is only one point to which I would draw
attention, and it is that we limit the pro-
posal to those entitled to enrolment at the
time of enlistment. We must, however,
hear in mind that there are a lot of juniors
who become entitled to the franchise while
on active service by reason of them attain-
ing their majority. In other words, a lot
of soldiers have left, and are still leaving
the State, before they are 21 years of age,
and we should make provision for eases of
this description. The Attorney General
wvill realise that the Bill, while preserving
lie franchise of the electors on service, does

nothing for the other members of the forces
to whom I have referred. The measure
might be broadened so that those who leave
the country before they aire 21 years of age
'nay be enrolled while they are on active
serviee.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle) [7.40]:
1 underst and that the object of tlie Bill is
simply to legalise whet has been the practice
in the Electoral Department. I well rememn-
ber when the first batch ofl soldiers weab
away. the Electoral Department at once be-
gan to remove from the rolls the names of
solIdiers who had been residing in the dis-
tricts for which they had been enrolled in
accordance with the provisions of the Act.
The result was that men who had gone away
to serve their country, and who in the ordin-
ary course of events returned either sick or
wounded, or after having completed their
work, found that their names had been struck
off the roll. Complaints were made about
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that action, and 1 believe the then Attorney
General issued instructions to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer that the names of all soldiers
wvho were known to have gone away as mem-
bers oft the forces on active service were to
be retained on the rolls. I take it it is
intended by the BiUl before the House to
leg"alise that action. As Clause 2 reads it
appears to make it mandatory that the
names shall remain on the roll even thoug h
a soldier himself may not desire to have it
on the roll of a particular constituency. A
great numlber of soldiers who have returned
have not gone back to the constituency from
which they camne. Some have gone to Albany,
some have remained in Perth, while others
may be in the Base Hospital at Fremantle,
and these men may not have any iniention
of returning to their old electorates. What
I want to be sure about is that they will be
given the right to have their names trans-
ferred. I take it that the Bill cannot deprive
them of the right to transfer, a right which
they already enjoy, though Clause 2 sets out
that the name "shall" remain on the roll for
which the particular person may have been
originally enrolled.

iMr. BOLTON (South Fremantle) [7.451:
Whilst it seems, on the face of it, very neces-
sary, the Bill is somewhat dangerous. Not
only is there the soldier at the Front to be
provided for, but there are others on duty
within the Slate who have been transferred
from their own districts. These men are
just as much on active service as those in
the firing line, yet the Bill wifl not permit
them to transfer from one electoral roll to
another. 'Moreover, the provision for plac-
ing an asterisk against the name of the man
on active service, suggests to me that such
a man must remain on his original roll. I
say he should have the right to transfer while
on active service. The object of the Bill is to
preserve the franchise of the man on active
service. But, in a way, it disfranchises him.
The name of the soldier on active service is
retained on the roll originally claimed for,
and no provision is made for his transferring
his name to the roll of an electorate within
which lie may be residing for 12 months or
more. Therefore, it will lie seen that the
man on active service has not the Same rig-ht
as a civilian. I think the point should be
safeguarded.

The Attorney General: We might as well
tear u!) the Bill as adopt your suggestion.

Mr. BOLTON: Then the Bill is a very
dangerous one indeed. Under the Bill the
man onl active service is the only man to be
restficted in his franchise. Any other elector
who has moved from one electorate to an-
other canl claim to be enrolled for his new
electorate.

Hoil. J. D). Connolly (Honorary _Minis-
ter) : But the man on active service cannot
he said to have changed his place of resi-
dence.

Mr. BOLTON: There are cases in which
men on active service have been transferred
from one electorate to another indefinitely,
one might almost say permanently. The ser-
geant in charge of the base hospital at Fre-
mantle lhas been in charge of that institution
ever since its inauguration.

The Attorney General: That is very dif-
ferent from the case of a man who is them
only temporarily.

Mr. BOLTON: Technically, the sergeant
is (here only temporarily. Hundreds who
have joined the forces are still in this State,
stationed in districts other than those for
which they are enrolled; and they are likely
to remain there. These men should have the
right to transfer from one electorate to an-
other. After all, a man cannot be on more
than one roll. The very transference is
effected by the Electoral Department remov-
ing the name from the original roll and add-
ing it to the new roll. I cannot see why the
Bill sh~ould be torn up merely because wei
say that the man on active service should
have the same right as any other elegtor.
Although the Bill appears to be very neces-
sary, yet, as a matter of fact, it is distinctly
dangerous. No Parliament has the right to
say to a man, "You must continue to be en-
rolled for a certain district, because you
originally enrolled for that district." The
soldier should have all the privileges of the
ordinary elector. This is all I ask.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna) [7.60]: 1
fully endorse the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber. The late Government had the desire to
preserve the franchise to every soldier going
on active service. It meant something more
than having the names of men on active ser-
vice printed on thA rolls with an asterisk
aplpended. It meant that they should be
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able to exercise their franchise. As the hon.
member has pointed out, if the Bill does
anything at all it limits the rights of men
on active service. It limits their power to
chtange their electorates, because they are to
be deemied to continue to live in the elector-
ates for which they were enrolled at the
time of their enlistment. And it deprives
themn of the power to vote. There may be
occasions when they could vote, but no pro-
xision is made to extendl to them the right
to vote wherever they may be. In other
States such a right is given to seamen, and
something similar should be done for our
soldiers. But there is a greater danger still
in putting a distinguishing mark against the
name of a man on active service. It will be
a sure guarantee that such meii are non-
voters.

The Attorney General: No, they way be
here.

Mr. WALKER: It may lead to imper-
sonat ion.

The Attorney General: The object of the
provision is to avoid that very thing.

Mir. WALKER: It will give the cue to
any who may have such practices in mind.
It seems to have been a common practice in
all old-time elections, and certainly, if there
were any seeking a chance to impersonate,
this would be a good hint to them. The Bill
goes too far in proposing to mark on the
roll the names of these absent electors sing-
ling them out as distinct from others.
Many men have returned unfit for active ser-
vice at the Front, notwithstanding which
their services are still availed of locallyv, and
they are dail 'y at work in our camps. T[hose
men will not be back in their own elector-
ates, perhaps, until after the wvar, if indeed
they ever choose to go there again. And, in
the meantime, they cannot change their elec-
torates and vote in those districts in which
circumstances compel them to make their
homes for tire time being. Thus thme Bill, in-
stead of being of beneft to the soldiers, is a
mere farce, simply enabling them to have
their names printed on the rolls with an as-
terisk. The measure which the late Govern-
ment intended to bring in would have given
soldiers the full right to exercise the fran-
chise, if they' so desired. In effect we already
have the power to keep them on the roll and
grant them all civil Tights, but to put it be-

yond all cavil the late Government intended
to bring in a Bill expressly preserving those
rights. 'No sacrifice of any right should fal
upon the men on active service because of
their patriotic zeal in our defence. This Bill
means to the soldiers merely an ornamental
publication of their names, of no value to
them or to the county.

Mir. ANOWIN (North-East Fremantle)
[7.57] :There can be no doubt that the
electoral rights of men on active service wifll
be curtailed by the Bill. Many of those men
are married and, on their enlisting, their
wives moved into other districts, with a view
to making their homes there, at least until
such time as their husbands should return.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : These soldiers' wives can transfer.

Air. ANGWIN: But no provision is
made for the soldier's transfer. We will
have the soldier voting in one electorate and
his wife voting in another. I can readily
believe that the desire of the Attorney Gen-
eral is to give the soldier full voting power;
but the Bill wiill not effect that. The soldier
is to be tied to the district for which he is
enrolled, and he is not to have the same
privileges as are enjoyed by all other elec-
tors. During the period of the wvar, and for
six months after, he will not be able to
transfer from one district to another. All
that we ask is that lie shall have the same
opportunity of transferring his name from
one to another roll, just as the civilian is
permitted to do. An elector must reside in
a district for one month before he is entitled
to transfer his name. I hope the At-
torney General will give consideration to
that aspect of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BIIL-PE{fANENTr RESERVE
(No. 1).

Second Reading.

The ATTORYEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. T. Robinson-Canning-) [8.2] in moving
the second reading said: This is a Bill to
authorise thme granting of a mineral lease of
portion of Reserve A76537. This Bill is in-
troduced in order to allow of a portion of
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a class A reserve, now set apart in the Dar-
ling Ranges as a national park, being
granted by way of lease for mining for
molybdenite. I may say that this Bill came
down from the late Government and is now
brought forward without any alteration
whatever. As members know, Seeflon 8 of
tile Permanent Reserves Act, 1899, provides
that the Governor may declare a reserve,
and that after such reserve has been classi-
fied as a class A reserve it shall forever re-
main dedicated for the purposes for which
it was declared until it is otherwise pro-
vided by an Act of Parliament, in which
the lands dealt w-ith must be specifically
mentioned. That is the reason for the in-
troduction of this Bill. The lease for these
lands was applied for in 1914 by Messrs.
Gull Bros. and Edwards. A Bill was pre-
pared authorising a lease of part of the re-
serve, but was not brought forward in 1914
or 1915, owing, I am given to understand,
to pressure of Parliamentary business. The
only reason for urgency in this matter at
the present time is in view of the demand
for molybdenite and the high price that
mineral is bringing. Mfolybdenite is widely
distributed throughout Western Australia,
hut attempts to mine it have been made on
only a small scale at Leonora, 'Mullewa,
Southern Cross, and one or two other cen-
tres. The greater part of the world's sup-
ply of molybdenite comes from Australia,
and the Commonwealth Government are to-
day buying uip the mineral at a fixed price
of £4-52 per ton for 90 per cent. molyb-
denite. Ore attaining a less percentage
down to eight per cent, is saleable, hut at
lower prices. The principal use of the
metal is in the making of a special grade of
steel. It is alsg used in connection with dye
works, porcelain, and chemical industries.
It is also stated to have considerable value
as a preservative, and also in the making of
cordite. The question is whether this por-
tion of our national park might be operated
on for the mining of this mineral. There
appears to me to be no reason why mining
operations on that part of the national park
applied for should not be carried on uinder
conditions which will protect the surface
and ensure that there is no injury to the
appiearance of the park.

Mr. Underwood: Have you any evidence
that there is molybdenite there?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I under-
stand that there is such evidence, and the
hon. member may be assured that we will
have evidence before any lease is ranted.
The laud applied for is situated one and a
half miles north-east from the. Swan View
railway station, in the direction of the tun-
nel, and cannot therefore in any way spoil
tIhe appearance of the park. If there is
any possibility of successful mining for
zuolybdenite there I think it is now our duty
to do what we can to develop it. I move--

That the Bill be nowi read a second
time.
On motion by Mir. Hudson debate ad-

journed.

BILL-ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
PROPERTY ACTS AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
Rt. T. Robinson-Canning) [8.8] in moving
the second reading said: This is a Bill to
further amend the Acts relating to the pro-
perty of the Roman Catholic Chruch, and
is mainly required because the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Perth has been created
an Arch-diocese. The church authorities also
desire to have power to sell, mortgage, or
lease their lands. The Bill provides further
that the consent of the advisers constituted
under the Roman Catholic Church Property
Act, 1911, shall be obtained, and that the
provisions of Section 7 of the Roman
Catholic Lands Act, 1911, shall apply, that
is to say, that where lands are acquired
fromn the Crown the consent of the Governor-
in-Council must be ohtained before a lease
or mortgage may be effected. Another
clause of the Bill deals with the validation
of certain transactions not strictly in form,
owing to the fact that the archbishopric has
been for some time in operation. Conse-
quently, operations which have been pro-
ceeding in connection with the sale or other
dealings in land are not in a proper sense
in order and must be validated by a Bill of
this description. If hon. members desire
information as to the powers of the Roman
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Catholic Church in respect to its lands, I
would refer them to Section 5 of the Act
Of 1895-

With the consent of the Governor-in-
Council, the said Bishop and his succes-
sors in office may sell any lands ranted
by the Crown as aforesaid to him or his
predecessors in such office, or that may
hereafter be so ranted to him or his
successors.

There is therefore power to mortgage, but
it is desired to overcome the limitation in
that section that moneys raised by way of
mortgage under the Act of 1895 must be
expended in buildings or in otfierwise im-
proving the land comprised in the security.
It is felt that if money has to be raised for
building purposes this limitation is hamper-
ing to the authorities. If members will turn
to Section 5 of the Roman Catholic Church
Property Act, 1911, it will be seen that-

The said Bishop and his successors in
office shall not have any power to sell.,
lease, mortgage, encumber, or otherwise
dispose of any real or leasehold property
so vested in him and his successors as
aforesaid without the consent in writing
of two persons, who shall be styled the
"Advisers" and shall be appointed as
hereinafter provided.

In the Bill now before the House it is
provided that the consent of these advisers
shall be obtained. I do not think that there
is any further information I can give, ex-
cept to say that I think, after having ex-
amined it, that it is a proper Bill, and that
the powers asked for are such as might be
properly rented to the Roman Catholic
Church to deal with its property. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Mr. W. D. Johnson debate

adjourned.

BILL-ADOPTION OF CHILDREN
ACT AMENDMENT.

.Second Reading.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister-Perth) [8.15] in moving the second
reading said: This is a very small amend-
ment to the Adoption of Children Act of

189, but though small, it is very important.
In a word, the Bill provides for the altera-
tion in the Act of one word or so. The
Adoption of Children Act of 1896 provides
in Section 3 for the adoption of a child in
the prescribed form, by a married woman
alone, with the written consent of her hus-
band. Subsection 3 provides that a married
woman who, in the opinion of the judge, is
at least 18 years older than the child may
adopt that child. A case cropped up in
which a widow desired to adopt a child but
could not do so under the Act. Strictly
speaking, a widow is not a married woman,
and in order to get over the difficulty, which
hon. members will recognise, for a widow in
a general way is rather a suitable person to
adopt a child, the words are inserted, such
as are provided under the Bill, "unmarried
woman or a widow." Then there is a faur-
ther amendment of the principal Act pro-
vided for, and this has to do with Section, 4.
It provides in the Act that a married man
alone, with the written consent of his wife,
may adopt a male child by permission of the
judge, as in the prescribed form. Again,
there is no provision made for a widower,
so that the amendment in the clause of the
Bill is really consequential on the other. In
other words, the Bill provides in one clause
for the widow and in the other for a wid-
ower. Furthermore, Section 3, Suhsection 4
of the Act contains the words "a married
man who in the opinion of the judge." Hon.
members can see that this is a mistake, and,
therefore, the word "married" is struck out
and the word "unmarried" is put in. That is
the only alteration to the principal Act, and
is made for the purpose of making it clear
that a widow can adopt a child on the
same conditions as a married woman or a
spinster. I beg to move-

That the Bill he now read a second time.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pflhara) [8.18]:
I think the Bill might be passed. The
amendments asked for are required be-
cause of the wording of the Act. It seems
to me that cases could arise when unmarried
people could adopt children with advantage
to the children. We have to bear in mind,
of course, that these adoptions are always
considered by a judge. I am of opinion,
therefore. that there is no danger whatever
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to the child, and that, in some eases, such
facilities wvill be of advantage to the State.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
sir. Holman in the Chair, Hon. J. D.

Connolly (Honorary Minister) in charge of
the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2.-Amendment of Section 3:
Mr. MTUNSIE: Will the Honorary Mint-

ister tell me whether the clause, if agreed to,
will prohibit a married woman from adopt-
ing- a child

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: If the amend-
ment is passed the section of the Act con-
cerned will then read, "An -unmarried

womnan, or widow."
Mr. Hudson: A married woman alone

could adopt a child with the consent of her
husbandI

Hon. J. DI. CONNOLLY: That still re-
mnains.

Mr. Hudson: There is no provision for
a married woman adopting a child with the
consent of her husband.

Hon. J. DI. CONNOLLY: She may adopt
the child with the consent of the judge.

Mr, TAYLOR: IF gather that Section 3,
,Subsection 2 of the Act, which this Bill in-
tends to amend, makes provision for a mar-
ried woman adopting a child.

Hon. J. DI. CONNOLLY: Suhsection 2
provides for a married woman adopting a
child. Subsection .3 is then struck out and
the present clause inserted providing for
unmarried women, or widows.

Mr. Taylor: That is clear.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3, 4-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

BItt-SPE CIAL LEASE
CLIFTON).

(LAKE

Second Reading.

Tile MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. H.
13. Lefrny-Moore) [8.25]1; in moving the
second reading said: This is a very import-
ant Bill, and one which, I think, will appeal
to bon. members, not only those represent-

ing the agricoltural community, but those
who are interested in the welfare of the
country generally. By the development of
the lime deposits at Lake Clifton we should
be able to assist in the development of the
South-West portion of this State. The land
in Western Australia, it is well known, is
more particularly deficient in lime, and any
proposition which has been brought forward
to enable the agriculturist to fertilise his
laud with lime will he of benefit, not only to
him, hut to Western Australia, The Bill
provides for the granting of a lease under
the Land Act, 1898, of Lake Clifton reserve,
and Reserve 998 in the South-West division
of the State, and to authorise the construc-
tion of a rail-way from Waroona to the said
leserve. Lake Clifton is a. lagoon of some
13 or 16i miles in length by about three-
quarters of a mile in width, lying to the
westward of Waroone on the Bunbury rail-
way line and parallel with the sea coast. It
is strange that it remains for us to discover
this wonderful deposit-at Lake Clifton after
Western Australia has been settled for so
many years, J ts discovery is due to the re-
searches of one of the settlers there some few
years ago, who discovered that this wonder-
ful deposit at Lake Clifton was simply a.
huage body of lime, lying in such a form that
would be very easy of adaptation to the soil
of this country, and lime in such a form that,
when dried, would pass through a drill with
case. The deposit is found all over the sur-
face of the lake and is about 12 feet in depth.
Any, meacure that will provide for the work-
ing- of this wonderful deposit must be of
great benefit to the country. This Bill will
enable a provisional agreement, entered into
by the lae Minister for Lands (Mtr W. DI.
Johnson) with Mr. John Henry Johnson,
for a special lease to be granted for the bed
and Ibanks of bake Clifton and a reserve
ot about 60 acres alongside the lease where
operations will be carried on, to he granted.
The late M)inister took a v'ery keen interest
in this, and I am sure lie will welcome the
introduction of this measure before the
Rlouse. In my opinion, the agreement was
well thought out, well protecting the inter-
ests of the State withbout harassing the oper-
at ions of the lessee. The agreement will be
found in the schedule to the Bill. It pro-
vides, first of all, for a rental of £200 per
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annum payable half-yearly, and for a de-
posit of £1,000. The term of the lease is
42 years. which I think bon. members will
agree is necessary in order to induce a lessee
to bring forward a considerable amount of
capital for the development of the lime de-
posit. Without some lengthy tenure be
could not be expected to do that. The agree-
ment further provides that the lessee shall
construct a railway from Waroona to Lake
Clifton. The railway is to be built under
the supervision of the Engineer-in-Chief, or
of such offlicer as lie may appoint for the
purpose. The lessee will be compelled to
work the railway, and to carry freight and
passengers at such rates as the Minister for
Railways may approvc, but not less than
the riae in force upon the railways of the
Western kustralhan Government. A similar
jprovision, I believe, appears in the contract
between the Western Australian Government
and the Midland Railway Company, this
projposed agreement being much on the same
lines. The railway from Waroona to the
lake should in itself prove of great benefit to
this State. There is, I understand, a con-
siderable area of good swamp land around
the lake, and also other land suitable for
settlement along the route of the railway.
All this country would be opened up. Fur-
iher, I am informed there is near the lake a
fairly large tuart forest, which the railway
would render availabile. The railway is to
be kept in good repair. The lime to be oh-
lamned must not be less than 50 tons per day,
and its price is fixed at not more than 10s. for
unlscreened lime and not more than 12s. for
screened lime, delivered, not at the lake, but
at WVaoona. Further, the agreement pro-
vides that the Government may, if they so
desire, purchase the railway at any time on
the basis of the original cost of the railway.

Mr. W. fl. Johnson: At actual cost, less
depreciation.

The 2[J1NISTER FORl LA1NDS: Yes. If
the price cannot be agreed upon, the matter
must go to arbitration. At the same time,
as the work of construction is to be carried
out tinder tile supervision of the Engineer-
in-Chief, it will be necessary for that officer
to ascertain the cost accurately while the
construction of the railway is in progress.
Thus there will be data as to cost available
in the future. I have now stated the main

provisions of the Bill, but I should like to
say a few words regarding the lime deposit,
which appears to me unique in the history
of this country. As I see the deposit-and
the late Minister for Lands has also seen it
-it strikes me as marvellous that so huge
a quantity of lime should exist in such a
form. The lime consists of minute particles,
which can be seen almost with the naked
eye, though, of course, more plainly visible
with the microscope. It is almost as fine as
flour. Shells have partly formed the de-
posit, and the lime from the surrounding
country, which is all of limestone character,
has come in solution into this lake and en-
tered into the shell deposit, thus forming
this marvellous supply. Careful inquiry has
been made in the matter. It might be said,
of course, that if any individual cures to run
the risk of investing his money in Western
Australia, we should let him do so. I do not
think it is a wise thing to let anyone do so
without previous inquiry, because, if peo-
ple are encouraged to invest in an under-
taking of this kind here and if they fail in
the enterprise, it only goes against the inter-
ests of the country. Geological experts have
investigated this lime deposit, which has also
been inquired into by the experts of the
Agricultural Department; and one and all
are unanimous in affirming the great value
of the deposit and the great benefit its de-
velop~ment will confer on the agricultural
community of the South-West and also of
the eastern districts. The prices of the lime,
10s. for unsereened and 12s. for screened
delivered at Waroona, are low. Rail freight
on lime, as we know, is also low; the ex-
pense of hauling a ton of lime 100 miles is
comparatively slight. My own opinion is
that the unscreened lime will do all that is
necessary. From what I have seen of it, the
unscreened lime will run through a drill even
more readily than the superphosphate farm-
ers are in the habit of using. Mr. Saint
Smith, who is a geologist of this State's
Geological Department, has reported on the
Lake Clifton lime deposit as follows:-

The lime occurs in the form of a very
white, loose material, forming the bed and
shores of the lake. Trials of the depth of
the deposit were made by me with a pole
across the centre of the lake at frequent
intervals, from which it is certain that a
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minimum average depth of 13 feet 6
inches of the material is present. The
lime is for the most part quite impalpable,
and tins been produced by an accumula-
lation of tiny gasteropod shells, exfoliated
shells, shell fragments, and chemically pre-
cipitated lime, the last mentioned sub-
stanice forming apparently the bulk of the
deposit. Associated with this material are
numerous diatoms.

Doubtless lion, members who are experts on
this subject will later inform the House what
diatoms are. A-r. Simpson, the State
Mineralogist and Analyst, has reported on
this time deposit as follows-

The variety of the lime in the sample is
not calcite, which is that found in almost
all limestones, but "aragonite." This is of
importance in coneetion with the utilisa-
tion of this material as a fertiliser, since
aragonite is known to be more susceptible
to the attack of rain water and round
water than calcite. The minute size of
the particles of aragonite will ensure a
maximum activity in the soil.

These reports go to show that the Lake
Clifton lime deposit is of wonderful quality,
equal to anything of the kind that we have
had. The Bill is before lion. members; I
commit it to their careful consideration;
and I aim sure that al who fire interested in
the development of this State will assist in
passing the measure through the House.

Mr. Angwin: The lessee intends to put up
cement works as wveil.

The MINISTER FOR LAND2S: Yes. I
had intended to mention that the lessee also
purposes utilising the lime in conjunction
with Marl, which is found in the vicinity of
the lake, to make cement. Indeed, I think
the cement is what the lessee expects to make
his money out of, because there is a great
demnand for cement throughout Australia.
Moreover, when normal times return, as I
hope they will before long, that cement may
be exported to aill parts of the world.

Mr. Angwvin: Cement is 25s. a cask now.
The INiSISTER FOR LANDS: Any-

thing which will assist in that direction will
be an advantage to the State. I believe
that the gentleman primarily interested in
this undertaking is one likely to carry it
through, a gentleman of good repute, a
gentleman who, having resided on the gold-

fields for many years is, I understand, well
known to many members of this House. I
helieve lie is in a position, as a business man,
to carry the project through. I trust the
House will look favourably upon this Bill,
in which, I know, the late Minister for
Lands, the present leader of the Opposition,
is keenly interested. I am sure the hion.
member will assist in passing the measure
through tha House. That having been done,
and time measure having received the endorse-
ment of another place, I hope the lessee will
as soon as possible enter upon this import-
ant work, When his railway has been built
anti the lime begins to arrive in Waroona,
one of the greatest services ever rendered to
our South-West will hare resulted from the
passing of this measure. I again commend
the Bill to the House, and trust that with the
assistance of hion. members it will soon be-
come law. I move-

Vrut the Bill be notw read a second Uine.
On motion by Mr. W. D. Johnson debate

adjourned.

H~ouse adjourned at 8.45 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.
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