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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RETRENCHMENT IN
STATE DEPARTMENTS.

Mr. MUNSIE, for Mr. O’Loghlen, asked
the Premier: 1, Is the report in the West
Australian of 2Tth September correet,
wherein he denies that there has been

retrenchment in the State departments?
3, Is it not a fact that since his
Government took office 15 men were

dismissed at the Woorcloo Sanatorinm;
70 were dismissed from the pipe track; 20
from the implement works; and 20 from
the water supply and house conneetions, in
addition to the whole of the sleeper cufters
at Donnybrook and Dwellingup? 3, If this
is not retrenchment, will he explain what it
is? i

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, A
number of men bave been put off from the
services mentioned, owing to the completion
of the work npon which they were engaged.
This does not apply only to the period since
the present Government took office, for in
the case of the sewerage eonnections the
number of hands employed was reduced by
55 between Janmary and Aungust last, 3,
There is a wide difference between paying
off hands because the work is finished and
paying off hands merely for the sake of
cotting down expenditure.  The latter is
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retrenchment and is due to the lack of
money, not lack of work upon which money,
if available, might profitably be expended.

QUESTION—WATER METER RENTS.

Mr. MUNSIE, for Mr. Green, asked the
Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) : 1,
Is it true that no water meter rents are
charged either in the metropolitan area or on
the services at Midland Junction and Guild-
ford? 2, If this is so, will he take into con-
sideration the question of the abolition of
this vexatious exaction on the household
water supply services on the Eastern Gold-
fields ¢

The HONORARY MINISTER replicd:
1. in accordance with the provisions of “The
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Act, 1909,” meter rents are not
charged for mefers installed at privaie resi-
dences throughout the metropolitan area, 2,
The late Minister refused to grant a similar
request on account of the large annual de-
ficit on operations of the Goldfields Water
Supply Undertaking, and of the eondition
of the State finances generally, unless the
communities concerned would agree to make
up the amount by contributing, by way of
increased water charges in other directions,
an equivalent sum. The Government can-
not see its way to depart from this Tuling.

QUESTION—STATE DAIRY, RETURN.

Mr. ALLEN asked the Premier: Is it the
intention of the Governmeni to lay wpon the
Table of the House a return showing the
position of the State dairy—({a) capital
account; (b) result of trading for each
year; (e) result of trading from inception
to 30th June, 1916; (d) all charges against
concern; (e) price charged for milk sold?

The PREMIER replied: (a) £4,995 11s.
Bd.; (b) 1913, profit £273 10s. 114.; 1914,
profit £24 12s. 2d.; 1915, loss £533 6s. 7d.;
1916, profil £70, 2s. 5d.; (¢) net loss, £165
1s. 1d.; (d} apart from ordinary trading
charges, interest, sinking fund, and de
preciation—charges for work of lunacy
patients at 106s. per week (cost of their
maintenance), also charges assessed at £515
per annum, for the following services, viz.,
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rental of farm and grazing lands, horse and
dray hire, tuel, light and water (supplied
from -institution), departmental services,
ete.; {e) 1s. 6d. per gallon, from inception
to date (including pericd of drought in
1915, when ruling rates were much higher).

QUESTION—RAILWAY STATION,
WOODANILLING.

Mr. THOMSON (for Mr. S. Stubbs) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, Is he aware—
(a) that the railway station at Woodanilling
has_ been reduced to the condition of a siding
by the removal of the station-master and his
staff with all books and material; (b) that
the residents of the disiriet are consequently
obliged to leave unguarded on the plaiform
their produce and other parcels on the chance
of their being picked np by the gnards of
passing trains, and so suffer very serious
loss and inconvenience; (e) that recogmis-
ing that the ¢change was made in the interests
of economy the residents of the district
offered to defray the cost of maintaining a
responsible railway official at the station
with the duty of taking delivery of parcels
on the part of the department for trans-
mission by train, the arrangement to cover
the period of the year when the trade in
perishable produce is most important; (d)
that the Commissioner of Railways has re-
fused on any terms to appoint an officer
with power to issue receipts for suech par-
cels? 2, If so, what course does the Gov-
erninent intend to take in the matter?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, (a) yes; (b) they are broughi into
line with over 400 other sidings similarly
sitnated on the system; (e¢) yes; (d) the
Commissioner advises that the nomber of
trained men capable of taking charge of a
station has already been greatly reduced by
enlistment, and owing to the exceptional
falling off in the business generally, it has
been found absolutely necessary to close all
stations on lines where the train service has
been reduced, and the length of the section
can be increased. Woodanilling is one of
about 20 which have been closed recently.
There are more than 400 unattended sidings
on the system: at about 30 of these, care-
takers have been appointed, and Woodanil-_
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ling iz included amongst these. These care-
takers are paid a purely nominal amount;
their principal duties are to accept orders
for wagons, and keep an eye generally on
parcels that may arrive at the station. The
residents of Woodanilling are apparently
not satisfied with this, although the arraoge-
ment is hoped to be only of a temporary
nature, and they have offered to pay the
salary of an officer for three months. Being
short of trained men, the Commissioner has
not been able to agree to their request. He
informs me that he advised the hon. member
for Wagin that, as the residents are pre-
pared to pay for an officer, they can choose
their own man to look after the goods, and
the Commissioner will appoint him as care-
taker to carry out our requirements, as pre-
viously mentioned, and they could make up
to him any difference in salary if they de-
sired to have the whole of his servieces em-
ployed in their interest, 2, This is a ques-
tion of management of the railways which
has been vested by Act in the Commissioner,
and the Government does not propose to
interfere.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL ENROL-
MENT.

Mr., MUNSIE asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: 1, Has his attention been drawn to a
letter appearing in the Westralian Worker
of the 22nd inst., by Mr. A. Diseombes, ad-
dressed to the Chief Electoral Officer, and
the reply thereto? 2, Will he make a definite
statement to the House for the information
of electors in outback districts as to what
procedure they will have to adopt to ensure
correct enrolment? 3, Tf so, when?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: 1,
Yes. 2, The information required is con-
tained in a cirenlar letter of instructions
issued to electoral registrars, dated 3rd July,
19314, which contains an opinion expressed
by the Solicifor-General on the point raised,
and which is as follows:—*Subject to a
claimant being a natural born or naturalised
subject, and an adult, the qualification for
an Assembly vote is residence in the State
for six months, and residence in the district
for not less than one month immediately
preceding the claim. Given these facis, an
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clectos ix eotitled to he enrolled; and to re-
jeet the eiaim of a person whese qualification
is apparent cannot be justified. But if a
claimant resides in a municipal distriet or
townsite where the streets are named and
ithe houses are numbered, these particulars
must he stated. Where it is otherwise, only
sueh particulars are required as, in the
opinion of the registrar, are snfficient to
enable the exact loealily of the claimant’s
residence 10 be ascertained. The card re-
quires the claimant’s place of living (full
postal address) to be given. Except where
the streets are in fact named and the Louses
numhered, it is for the registrar, in lus dis-
cretion, to determine whether the particulars
are sufficient to enahle the exact locality of
the claitmant’s residence to be asecertained;
and it would, in my opinion, be unreasen-
able, if pot vexatious, to reject a elaim if
the particnlars (however apparently meagre)
are sufficient to enable the registrar to as-
certain the one material fact as to whether
the claimant resides within the boundaries
of the distriet.” The opinion in guestion
shows clearly the procedure required to be
adopted to ensure correct enrolment. 3, See
answer No. 2,

PRIVILEGE—QUESTION OR RETURN.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[4.45): On a question of privilege, I desire
to draw aftention to the question asked by
lthe member for West Perth (Mr. Allen),
and the reply given thereto by the Premier.
While it may be urged that the question as
asked is in order, I contend that the reply
given by the Premier puts it ocut of order;
because if an hon. member can ask a ques-
tion of this nature it precludes other mem-
bers from getting further details which they
may desire to have. In this particular in-
stance, had there been a motion for a refurn,
or a motion that papers shounld be laid upon
the Table of the House, I would have availed
myself of the opportunity to ask for cerfain
additional particulars. As it is, the Pre-
mier has given information which is limited
to the seope of the question, without afford-
ing the House an opportunity of obtaining
further information which should, in my
opinion, be ineluded in the reply, so that
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the whole of the facls may be laid before
the public at the same time. [ raise the
point hecause 1 consider that great care
should be exercised as regards questions.
Any hon. member is liable to ask a question
on a particular phase of a subject, and in
doing so to elicit & reply which will be abso-
lutely misleading to the public Again, a
Minister may, in al} honesty, give a mislead-
ing reply. ‘The Minisier may not know the
exact position of the matter which is being
brought under the notiee of himself and the
Chamber. If, instead of a question being
asked, notice of motion for a return or for
papers is given, then an hon. member know-
ing the full faets is afforded an opportunity
of, 1f necessary, extending the scope of the
motion so as to ensure that the full facls
will go out to the publie, should the Minister
fail to perceive exaetly what is required in
order td give a complete answer. Therefore,
although the question as asked is nndoubt-
edly in order :

The Premier: What is it you take excep-
tion to?

Mr. W. D, JOHNSON: To the Premier’s
reply. He is replying to questions which
are really not asked in the notice of ques-
tion. The notice of question asks whether
it is the intention of the Government to lay
a return upon the Table. The particulars
given by the Premier are limited, and by
no means as full as I would have liked and
would certainly have asked for had a notiee
of motion for a return been given, as I
contend should have been done.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson)
[4.48] : The quesiion asked me by the mem-
ber for West Perth reads—

Is it the intention of the Government

to lay upon the Table of the House a

return showing the position of the State

dairy . . .

And then he proceeds to set out the par-
ticulars he wants. T have given those par-
ticulars. Instead of furnishing a return, I
repty #No” to the first part of the question,
I =ay, “Here are the particulars”; and I
give them just as they are enumerated in
the notice of question. I fail to understand
what is the objection of the leader of the
Opposition.  The answer to the question
does not tie his hands,
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Mr. W. D. Jobnson: The answer is abso-
lutely unfair,

The PREMIER: Unfair? Nonsense.
The hon. member bimself when in office has
followed exacily the same course on many
occasions.  Many questions have been
answered in exactly the same way by the
hon. member's Government.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Whether that is so
or not, I say it is wrong.

The PREMIER: I cannot for the life of
me see how the leader of the Opposition is
going to object to an hon. member’s getting
information. The leader of the Opposition
can get all the information he wants.

Mr. Angwin: No secrecy.

The PREMIER: There is no secrecy
whatever attached to these things.

Mr. Underwood: We, have had too much
of the hosh policy in the past.

The PREMIER: I do not wani secrecy.
I want to publish the facts.

Mr. Angwin: The dairy is all right, any-
how.

The PREMIER:
formation.

Mr. Angwin: What is it going to cost to
save the lives of the children?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford—in
reply) (4.51]: The point I desire to raise is
whether, in view of the Premier’s reply, the
question of the member for West Perth
should not have taken the form of notice of
motion for a return, so that other members
conld add to the motion if they thoughtf it
desirable in the interests of the publie, ex-
tending the seope of the notice so as to en-
sure that the whole of the dgtails should go
out to the public. T fully admit that the
question as asked is in order, but I contend
that the reply given by the Premier has
placed the question out of order, bringing
it within the category of motions for re-
turns. I raise the point so that, in future,
questions of this description may take their
proper form of motions for returns.

Mr. SPEAKER [4.52]: The leader of
the Opposition admits that the question is
in order, and the reply given is no con-
cern of mine. The reply is a matter between
the Minister and the hon. member who asks
the guestion. The member for West Perth
{Mr. Allen) asked—

I have given the in-
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Is it the intention of the Government to
lay upon the Table of the House a return
showing the position of the State dairy...

The answer to that question will he yes or
no; but the Premier has given fuller infor-
mation. OF that I can take no notice. The
matter is one for the Premier himself. It is
usual, however, in matters of this kind for
hon. members desiring such information to
move for a return. Questions asking for
statistical returns, or for such detailed in-
formation as requires the compiling of
official records, should take the form of a
motion for a retirn, I must admit that the
question is in order. It is a matter for the
Premier himself how he shall reply to the
question.

ADJOURNMENT—MILITARY REFER-
ENDUM,

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [456]: I move—

That the House at its rising an Thurs-
day next, 5th October, do adjourn until
Tuesday, 31st Qctober, in order to give
hon. members an opportunity of parlici-
pating in the Referendum Campaign.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[4.67] : I have no intention of opposing this
motion, but I would have liked the Premier,
in moving it, to give the House an assurance
that, as far as lies in his power, he will see
that freedom of speech is ensured in connec-
tion with this eampaign. To my mind, it is
deplorable that in a country like Australia,
where we boast of our freedom, a stage has
been reached—and this applies to Western
Australia as well as to other parts of the
Commonwealth—when a section of the puh-
lic, an organised section evidently, will not
permit both sides of the question to be laid
before the people.

Hon. J. D. Connolly {(Honorary Minis-
ter) : Have you not ezperienced that in
former times?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. This is a big
national question and the very fact of iis
being so important as to call for its submis-
sion to the people by way of referendum
necessitates the laying of both sides before
the public. Advocales on either side shonld



[3 Ocroser, 1916.]

have opportunities of addressing public
meetings.

Mr. Taylor: There is only one side to it,
and ihat is eonseription.

Mr, W. D. JOHNSON: That is matter
of opinion. There are people who hold a
different view. I would like the Premier to
give an assurance that the State Government,
so far as they are concerned, will do all that
lies in their power to guarantee freedom of
speech to all, whether for comseription or
against conseription, addressing public meet-
Ings.

The PREMIER (Houn. Frank Wiison—
Sussex—in reply) [4.59]: By way of reply
to the leader of the Opposiiion, I may draw
attention to a series of questions asked of me
by the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green)
at the last sitting of the House. One ques-
ilon asked by itbat hon. member was—

As this great subject will have to be
submitied to a referendum of the people
of Australia on the 28th October, will he
(the Premier) endeavour to prevent a
repetition of these disgraceful methods, by
granting adequate police proteetion to
those who desire to hold public meetings
to ventilate this question, so that both sides
may be presented to the people?

My reply was—

The State police will do all that is pos-

sible to maintain crder at public meetings.
I reaffirm that statement. The present Gov-
ernment are at alf fimes prepared to main-
tain law and order at any public meeting.
I may say that I myself have had experience
of public meetings at which the police have
failed in their daty under this head. On sev-
eral occasions I have had bitter experiencd
of failure on the part of the police to pre-
serve law and order at public meetings. Seo
far as our power goes, we shall certainly see
that the police do keep law and order at all
public meetings.

Question put and passed.

BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DAY
FUNDS (No. 1).

Withdrawn.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
SBussex} [5.0]: It is my intention to sub-
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stitute another Bill for the one which was
introduced by the late Government, and I
therefore move—
That the Western Australian Day Funds
Bill be withdrawn with the view of the
introduction of a fresh Bill.
Question passed.

BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DAY
FUNDS (Ko. 2).

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson)
having obtained leave, introduced a Bill to
declare the purposes to which the funds
raised by the movement known as “The
Western Australian Day for the siek and
wounded” may be lawfully applied, which
was read a first time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [5.2] in moving the second reading
said: I desire to explain that the only al-
terafion is contained in the middle para-
graph of Clanse 2, which extends the power
of the provisjonal committes at any time to
pay such portion of its funds as it may de-
sire to the War Couneil of Western Aus-
tralia to be expended by such coupecil for
any purpose previously menfioned in the
Bill. The original Bill was iniroduced by
Mr. Scaddan when we first met, and it was
introdueced in accordanee with a promise
which be gave on behalf of his Government
to the committee of the Western Australia
Day Fund. The following is a brief outline
of the cirenmstanees which have given rise
to the necessity for the introduction of the
measure. At the time the appeal for West-
ern Australia Day was first made there was
considerable confusion as to the particular
objeets fo which the money would be ap-
plied. The feeling of the public, appar-
ently, was {hat the moneys should be applied
for the benefit of soldiers returned sick or
wounded to this State. At a conference be-
tween the secretary of the Red Cross and
the egecutive of the Western Australia Day
Fund it was decided that the moneys raised
by the fund should be handed over to the
Red Cross Society for disbursement, and
there was a eertain resolution submitted at
that conference and it was embodied in the
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eircular issued broadeast dated 10th July,
1915. That circular bears the signatures of
the president, vice-president, chairman of
Bxecutive Committes, and honorary secre-
tray of the Western Australia Day Com-
miftee, and of the honorary secretary of the
Red Cross Society. It is not a very long
cireular and I propose to read if to the
House. It is as follows:—

In accordance with the resoluiion ecar-
ried at the meeting held in Government
House on ithe 18th June all the money
collected on or in anticipation of Western
Australia Day will, in the first instanee,
be paid over to the honorary treasurer of
the executive committee of the Western
Australia Day for the sick and wounded,
Ar. C. E. Harrison, Viking House, Wil-
liam-sfreet, Perth, whose duty it will be,
on the closing of the aceounts to hand
over the money received to the honorary
treasurer of the Western Australian
branch of the Red Cross Society (Mr.
A. D. Rankine). The money so received
will be applied by the Red Cross Society
In 4 manher consistent with the basis upon
which subseriptions are sought, and the
public may rest pssured that the sick and
wounded returning to our shores will be
considered fully before funds are des-
patched overseas. No stipulation is to be
made that the whole of the Red Cross
Society’s funds in Western Australia
shall be retained in Western Australia, in
view of the faet that the majority of ihe
Western Australian sick and wounded are
in hospitals in Egypt, Msalia, and Eng-
land, deriving benefit from the Red Cross
funds in those gentres; it is obvious that
if sueh a stipulation were made the ma-
jority of our hrave soldiers would not
participate and this, we are certain,
would not represent the gmeneral wish of
the ecommunity.

That was the cireular broadiy laying down
the agreement come to with regard to these
funds. Then the Red Cross Society in the
ordinary course made application to the
court for the utilisation of some of the
funds, in other words, they wanted to remit
a certain sum of money, £10,000, in the first
instanee, to headquarters in Melbourne in
order that it might be transmitted to the
hospitals referred to in the cirenlar for the
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benefit of our soldiers. The circular which
I have read has been recognised by the
courts as the trust deed under which the
Western Australia Day Fund must be ad-
ministered. They obtained the permission
of the court on the 30th December last, and
again on the 20th March of the present year
to remit money to headquarters. Legal
opinion was sought as to whether the moneys
raised by the Western Australia Day move-
ment and paid over to the society in ae-
cordance with the resolution I have read,
could be applied outside the scope of the
constitution of the Red Cross Society, and
it was found that the moneys could not be
so applied. The report in connection with
the YWestern Australia Day Fund reads—
On the adviece of the society’s legal ad-
visers it was found that this money counld
not be applied unless within the constitu-
tion of the Red Cross Society. It was
felt that when this money was collected
from the public it was intended that it
should be applied in any way for the
benefit of returned sick and wounded sol-
diers, and steps were taken to make the
fupd available for ihis parpese. Negotia-
tions with the late Premier (Mr. John
Scaddan) who has throughout extended
the kindest sympathy and suppert to the
society, resulted in a promise by the Gov-
ernment to introduce a Bill into Parlia-
ment fo give the Sociely permission to ex-
pend the Western Australia Day Fund oun
any object for the benefit of sick and
wounded soldiers. An indemnity by the
Government fo the soeciety to this end,
pending the passing of the Act, has been
received.
The constitution of the Red Cross Society
sets out the objeets to which Red Cross
moneys may be applied. In brief these are—
(a) To supply hospitals, ambulances,
vebicles, clothing, comforts, ete., for the
sick and wounded in time of war, and to
generally supplement the hospitals, medi-
cal stores, and equipment for the medical
services of the army and navy. (b) To
contribute aid to the sick and wounded,
irrespective of nationality, even though
the British forces are not engaged.
From this it will be noted that the objects
on which, by the constitution, the Soeiety
were empowered fo expend Western Auns-
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tralia Day Fund moneys were very restrieted
in comparison with the general idea in the
public mind when the money was contri-
buted as to how it should be applied. TFor
example, the constitution of the Red Cross
Society does not permit of the society mak-
ing temporary advances by way of ameliora-
tion to soldiers, and this was undoubledly
one of the ohjeets for which the Western
Australia Day Fund was raised. The Red
Cross Society felt that to administer the
funds in the directions for which they were
collected, it would be necessary for power
to be obtained to make disbursements out-
side the scope of the constilution and the
assistance of the Government was invoked
to this end. The late Government gave the
society an indemnity pending the passing
of the necessary legislation enabling them
to spend the Western Australia Day moneys
in any way for the benefit, assistance or ad-
vancement of soldiers, whether discharged
or undischarged, returned sick or wounded
to Western Aunstralia, and also of soldiers,
whether disecharged or undischarged, who
may be prevented from leaving the State by
reason of injury, ineapacity or sickness suf-
fered whilst on service. The Bill before the
House will give the sotiety the necessary
legislative authority, as covered by the in-
demnity already given by the late Govern-
ment. This Bill gives power which will per-
met the society to expend Western Aus-
tralia Day Fund moneys upon sick and
wounded sailors -in addition to soldiers, and
it will also enable the Fund Committee to
meke payments from that fund to other
bodies which have been appointed and upon
which the Day Fund may be lawfully ex-
pended, and to avoid the necessity of keep-
ing separate accounts of any moneys so
paid by the Red Cross Society to any com-
mittee or body. Provision is made in the
Bill to provide that the receipt given by any
such eommittee or body to the society shall
be a complete discharge to the society as
payment made by them under the trusts of
the Western Australia Day Fund. I would
like to point out the position of the Fund
as it is shown in the balance sheet. The total
contributions to date, including interest,
amount to £68,844. There bas been paid
away £18,399, including two sums totalling
£15,000. The court gave permission in De-
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cemher last for the payment of £10,000, and
in Mareh of the present year £5,000 was
paid to headquarters.in Melbourne in ac-
cordanee with the order of the court, for
the purpose of assisting military hospitals
in Egypt, Malta, England and elsewhere.
The balance in band is £50,445, and ] think
when I explain that the Bill is the cuteome
of the negotiations between the late Govern-
ment and the two societies concerned, the
Western Aunstralia Day Fund Committee
and the Red Cross Society, together with
the War Couneil

Mr, Walker: Not the War Couneil.

The PREMIER: 1 do not know that the
War Couneil was actually consulted.

Mr. Walker: The negotiations were prin-
cipally with the Red Cross Society.

The PREMIER : When I point this out I
do not Lhink il requires any further expla-
nation on my part. Hon. members will agree
that the Bill should be passed as soon as pos-
sible. The paragraph relating to the War
Council, which has been added to this new
Bill, is the middle paragraph in Clause 2,
whieh makes it lawful to pay moneys to the
Wur Council to be expended by them for
the puarpose for which the money is autho-
rised.

Mr, Walker: The difficalty is that it stops
there. You gel a receipt and lose the run of
the funds.

The PREMIER : The War Council are not
likely to lose the run of the funds. They
wish to utilise some of the funds for the
amelioration of returned soldiers, and the
committee of the Red Cross Society are in
favour of that course. Therefore, T do not
see how we can offer any opposition to the
projeet, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[5.17] : T have no desire to move the adjourn-
ment of the debate, because such an action
might be misunderstood. However, I ask
the Premier not to go on with the Commit-
tee stage this evening, but to allow us time
for further consideration of the measure. It
is true, as the Premier has pointed out, that
an understanding was arrived at between the
Red Cross Society and the Western Austra-
lian Day Fund committee, and certain pay-
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ments were made by the Western Anpstra-
lian Day Fund committee which it
was considered were gutside their scope.
Those paymenis were really made through
the Red Cross Society. When they realised
the difficulty the Red Cross Society ap-
proached the Government with the object of
geiting an indemnity, so that they would be
free from any elaims as to the expenditure
of the fund. That was done, and an under-
taking was given, in aecordance with which
the late Government introduced the Bill that
has been withdrawn to-day. But there is a
marked difference between the two Bills. We
are now asked to go beyond the indemnity
which was pgiven. That indemnity was
purely a matter between the Western
Australian Day Fund eommittee and
the Red Cross Society. Tbhe War Coun-
cil did pot come into it at all. Hon.
members should realise this difference
between the two Bills. It is all very well
for the Premier to say that because the War
Couneil, the Red Cross Society, and the
Western Australian Day Fund commit-

tee are in agreement we should not
quarrel; but I think we have a big
responsibility upon us, inasmuch &s

this money was colleeted on the distinet
understanding that it wonld be expended by
the Red Cross Society for oar own sick and
wounded soldiers. There is just a danger—
I do not say that it will happen—that this
money may go into the Repatriation Fund.
There should not be any over-lapping be-
tween the two funds. I am proud to see that
the Federal Government are geing to im-
pose taxation with a view to putting millions
into the Repatriation Fund, a ¢ourse which
shonld have beern adopted long ago. If
eredit for this is due to any outside body, it
1s to the anti-conscriptionists, who have
Forced the hands of the Government in this
respect. However, I have no desire to raise
a disecussion on the question of conseription.
1 merely wish to point oul that there is a
danger in extending the powers of this com-
mittee in a manner which will enable them,
not only to pay over this fund to the Red
Cross Society, but to go farther and inclnde
the War Council in the distribution so that
the War Council might extend their fune-
tions. If this be done it is just possible that
some of the money may be diverted into
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channels not anticipated when the publie
subscribed it. Therefore, as representatives
of the people generally, it is our duty to see
that the funds so liberally subseribed by the
publie shall be expended in the manner in-
tended by the subscribers. I ask that the
Comnmittee stage be postponed in order to
allord opportunity for investigation.

Mr. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
[6.21]: There should be no fear in regard
to the provisions in the Bill. On several oc-
casions it- has been brought under the notice
of the ‘Western Australian Patriotie
Fund committee that many of our
soldiers after discharge and while await-
ing their deferred pay have found
themselves destitute and have appealed to
the War Counecil, which to them appeared to
be the proper body from whom to expect
assistance. But the War Couneil bave no
funds at all, and the money raised for the
Western Australian Day Fund eould not
be applied to these men once they were
discharged. It was seen to bhe necessary
that someone should render assistance to these
men, and the question was taken up by
the Western Australian Patriotic Fund
commitiee, I maintain that- thiz is the
clear duty of thg War Cooneil. The
irouble in regard to this fund is that it was
never intended that the whole of the money
should be handed over to the Red Cross
Society. Any money so handed over, of
course, had to be administered in accordance
with the constitution of the society. When
there are lawyers on a committee they gener-
ally put some difficulties in the way, and
s0 it proved in this instance, there being
lawyers on the executive. Immediately the
War Council asked for assistance for the
soldiers the legal minds got to work and
found a bar to acceding to the request. But
for this, the money would have been put to
the purpose for which it was raised. The
War Council are working under an Act of
Parliament. They are the recognised an-
thority ; no funds can be raised without their
consent, anfd there is no room for doubt that
their administration of these funds would be
benefictal to many men between the time of
their discharge and their securing of employ-
ment.

Mr. W. D. Jobnson: Then it is going into
the Repatriation Fondt



[3 Ocroper, 1916.]

Mr. ANGWIN: No. No member of the
War Couneil would agree to putting any of
this money invo the Repatriation Fund. That
is a separate fund managed by trustees with
head-~quarters in Melbourne, The War
Council of Western Australia have to apply
to Melbourne before spending any of that
fund. Incidentally I think there should be
a few more workers on the War. Couneil.

The Premier: They are all workers, a most
industrions body.

Mr. ANGWIN: You know what T mean
by “worker.” In view of this, there might
be a little jealousy in regard to the question,
but I think provision should be made to em-
power the War Couneil to receive something
from the Western Australia Day Fund for
the amelioration of the condition of our sol-
diers.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [526]: The
clanse referred to by the Premier requires a
little more explanation. Both the Premier
and the member for North-East Fremaatle
say the money will not go into the Repatria-
tion Fund, but the faet remains that there
is nothing to prevent it from being so used.

The Premier: What i1s it given for? The
object is to be stated.

Mr. FOLEY : The objeets are embodied in
the firsi part of Clanse 2. Even if the clause
is rigidly adhered to, there will still be a
chance of the money going into the Repat-
riation Fund; but in my opinion the War
Council have no desire to render much assist-
anee to any hut the Repatriation Fund, and
in this they are being strongly backed up
by the Federal Government. Aecording to
Press reports the Federal Government have
said that everything is to be made subser-
vient to the Repatriation Fund. In ay
opinion, that fund should be a direct charge
on every person in the Commonwealth. T am
not against the repatriation of our soldiers,
but T objeet to any slip-shod method of em-
ploying moneys contributed for any other
purpose. The Premier has given us an as
surance that it is not desired to let this
monev go into the Repatriation Fund, but
we have no guarantee that the War Couneil
will not take a different iview.

The Premier: It is for the Red Cross Sae-
iety, and nol the War Counecil, to determine.
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The Red Cross Society can make their own
stipulations.

Mr. FOLEY: If I were sure of that, I
would he content to let il go, but it is pro-
vided that it shall be lawful for them to do
these things. 1t does not say for any specifie
purjzose at all. But in the event of the War
Couneil—

Mr, Willmott: “As previously mentioned.”

Mr. FOLEY: Is the reference to the
Repatriation Fund contained in fthe first
portion of that clanse?

Mr. Willmott: Of course it is.

Mr. FOLEY: There is no evidence of it
there. And, as 1 have said, my opinion is
that in recent times the War Council has
shown no desire to encourage any other form
of subscription than for Lhe purpose of the
repatrialion of soldiers.

Mr, Willmott: You are referring now to
repatriation permanently; this Bill refers to
repatriation temporarily only.

Mr. FOLEY : But, according to my read-
ing of this measure, they may say that any
assistance which they wish to give to the
Repatriation Fund is temporary in nature
only, and is to be backed up by someihing
permanent whenever something permanent
18 done. But who is to do that permanent
something? By some it is said the Federal
Government will do it; others, again, are
saying that it is to be done by voluntary sub-
seription, while yet others assert it will be hy
direct faxation. I think it would be well if
we could arrive at something definite on the
point as to how the permanent repatriation
of soldiers is to be effected, and until that is
known we shall not get very much further
ahead. For that reason I should bave liked
to see the second reading of this Bill post-
poned, in order that hon. members might
have had an opportunity of ascertaining
what really is meant. 1t is searcely fair to
the House that this measure should be rushed
through. mor is it fair to those people who
have subscribed this money. I do not gecnse
the Premier of wishing to rush this Bil
through, but I certainly do think that the
House should have had more time to examine
it, so as to aseertain what the Rill really
means. Each member who has spoken up till
now has given a different opinion, and I
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think we should bave unanimity on this point
before we start with the consideration of the
Bill at all.

Mr., WILLMOTT (Nelson) [5.32]: As
a member of the War Council, T can assure
the hon. member that he need not bave the
slightest fear of any desire on the part of
members of the War Council to draw any
of this money into the Repatriation Fund, or
to use it for the purposes of the permanent
repatriation of soldiers.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: But that could be
done under this Bill.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I do not think so. As
bas already been pointed out by the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Ang-
win), the War Couneil has found itself in
the past in the posilion of not having any
funds to draw upon when required for some
specific purpose. The position was dis-
cussed by the ccuncil and it was resolved
that it would he beneficial to adopt a poliey
of placing all contributions into one concern,
and having a ecertain portion of the fund
thus established allocated o the purposes
of the War Council.  Those funds conld
then be used for cerfain necessary purposes,
even though those purposes were not covered
by the ordinary functions of the Counecil.
The War Couneill has not the least desire to
put this money into the Repatriation Fund,
for the reason that, if it were done, the War
Conncil would direetly lose eontrol of the
money, as the eontrol would then vest in the
central committee in Melbourne.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Nobedy suggested
the War Council bad any desire to do that,
but that it would be possible for it to be
done under this Bill. Another point raised
by hon. members is that the money was not
raised for repafriation purposes, that while
there was a eonnecting link between West-
ern Australia Day and the Red Cross So-
ciety, there is no conneeting link with the
War Couneil—this Bill is making that link
now.

Mr. Thomson: What was the money col-
lected for?

Mr, WILLMOTT: For the Red Cross.
As T have already explained, the War Coun-
cil from time to time found itself withont
funds; and the suggestion contained in the
Bill eame from the Red Cross representa-
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tives on the War Council. I can assure hon.
members they may disabnse their minds of
the idea that the War Council bhas any wish
to use this money for the repatriation of
soldiers.

DMr. Carpenter interjected.

Mr. WILLAMOTT: There have been many
things we would have liked to do; but we
have not a farthing with which to keep men
going, even for a time. Members of the
council have even done that ont of their own
funds. :

Mr. Foley: But the Patriotic Fund gives
a certain amount to the dependenis of
soldiers.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Yes, to the depend-
ents, but not to tlie man bimself. That is
the very point. Many of the men come back
here and find themselves stranded. Here is
the case of one returned soldier, which will
illustrate. He was put on board a boat for
Australia and bis kit was supposed to have
been put on board also. WWhether or not it
was nobody ean say, but on arrival at Fre-
mantle it was found that his kit was not
there. In that kit were the papers upon
which he would be entitled to draw his pay.
Wheo he landed, naturally ke wanted his
pay; but he was told that he could not be
given his money until the necessary papers
were prodoced, or until the office bad cer-
tain evidence of his identity. That unfor-
tunate man was in the position of not being
able to draw a single penny.

Mr. Foley: But do you not think the duty
of assisting such men should devolve on the
whole of the people of Australia, instead of
on one section only?

Mr. WILLMOTT: Since that, I happen te
know that similar cases have oceurred. It
is all very well while the men are coming
back in ones and twos, but when soldiers
begin te return in large numbers, this will
become a very difficult problem. That is an
aspect of the question which should appeal
io the House. It is astonishing how many
little things of this nature c¢rop up day by
day, matters which do not come under the
heading of repatriation, in respect of which
the War Council has no fund at the present
time to draw upen. Members may rest as-
sured that the War Council will utilise this
money for temporary relief purposes oanly.
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Mr. W. D Johnson: The Repatriaiion
Commnittee has other funds.

Mr. WILLMOTT: If the hon. rmember
were on the War Council, he would, I am
sure, be one of the last to suggest that the
council wishes to use these funds except in
the way I have explained.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: I do not say they
are anxious fo, but that they have the power
to under this Bill. I say we are going be-
yond the purposes for which this money was
subseribed.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I think the House will
find that this money will be used by the
War Couneil for the very purpose for which
it was subseribed.

My, WALKER (Xanowna) [5.39]: 1
well remember the occasion on which this
collection was made, and the object for
whieh it was made. The true purpose of
the ecollection was to afford sueeour, help-—
charity if you like—to our own returned
Augstralian soldiers. Bul when the money
had been collected, the biggest part of it—
I might almost say the whole of it—was
claimed on behalf of one organisation, the
Red Cross. Everybody snbseribing had
been told they were contributing towards
Red Cross purposes, but they were also told
that they were contributing towards help-
ing our own people. Pounds upon pounds
were colleeted on the ground that it was a
contribution for the assistance of our own
people. But the moment that the whole of
the money was put into the Red Cross So-
ciety’s funds it became immediafely ear-
marked for those specific purposes con-
tained within the charter of that organisa-
tion. That money cannot be utilised for
any purpose outside those strietly defined
in the Red Cross Society’s charter. There-
fore, the bulk of that money, in faet the
whole of it, instead of being distributed
among Australians in Egypt or in France,
would he forwarded to the Tondon
head-quarters of the sociely and dis-
iribuied there as thought to be best. Ap-
peals have had to be made to our Couris
for ermission to divert that money. More
than one appeal has heen necessary for per-
mission te ntilise the money for parposes
other than assistance to our own citizen
soldiers. who have volunteared for the ser-
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vice of the Empire. An indemnity even was
required, so that the House will see it was
no mere quibble of the law. Everyone
knows that any organisation working under
a charter is compelled to keep within the
four coruers of the charter.

Mr. Willmott: And rightly so.

Mr, WALKER: I agree that it is righily
so. Even the local representative of the Red
Cross Sociely, if anxious to help our suf-
ferers, is bound by the terms of incorpor-
ation of the Red Cross Society. After
consuliation with the Geovermment, a Bill
was sought to give power to the representa-
tives of the Red Cross Society to divert the
money for other charitable purposes. That
Bill was brought down, but not passed. It
was reiniroduced by the late Govermment;
but now comes an alteration. At first glance
it appears wise to allow funds contributed
by the loeal people for the purpose of assist-
ing local people to be controlled by a loeal
body in touch with returned and departing
soldiers. But 1 want to know what power
even lhe War Couneil has to constituie itself
a charitable organisation, for the purpose of
relieving any necessity which may be brought
to iis nolice. The War Couneil is to lake
up a sort of voluntary work with apparently
no responsibility er supervision. Whilst I
have every confidence in that council, 1
should like to know who is going fo be res-
ponsible for seeing that that money is pro-
perly, wisely, and judiciously distributed;
and also who has authorised the War Coun-
cil to assume this responsibility. The moment
ihke Red Cross Society’s representative at-
taches his signature and obiains a receipt
in respeet of funds handed to the War Coun-
c¢il, all responsibility ends.

Mr. Willmott: So far as the Red Cross
Society is concerned.

Mr. WALKER: And also so far as the
subscribers are concerned. The War Coun-
cil may properly disiribute those funds; bul
1 would point out that the hon. member him-
self raised a question in the course of his
speech which shows that he also had some
doubt as to the wisdom of puiting this res-
ronsibility on the War Couneil. He told us
that there kave been cases of returned sol-
diers who could not produce the papers
necessary for the satisfaction of loeal officers
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to entitle them to receive payments. They
could not produce their pay books, they eould
not establish their identity.

Mr. Willmoit: They could establish their
identity.

Mr. WALKER: I will go further and say
that there have been those who could not
prove their identity when they came back on
account of their papers coming after them,
and could not show what were the proper
paymenis or that they were making proper
claims. Whose responsibility is that? It
is not that of the War Council or the Red
Cross Society, nor is it that of any charitable
organisation. There is something short-
sighted in the manner of dealing with these
claims, or there certainly was at the com-
mencement, when our first lot returned. The
machinery was not completed for properly
dealing with these people, and great hard-
ships oecurred at times.

Mr, Gardiner: The Patriotic Fund finds a
dea) of difficulty itself in dealing with the
matter.

Mr. WALKER: There is no question
about that. Here we have a Patriotic Fund,
the War Coumncil, and the Red Cross, and
what T am afraid of is that ultimately we
shall be unable to fix the responsibility on
anybody, when any single section is not deal-
ing adequately with our returned soldiers.

Mr. Foley: Let us have direet taxation;
that wounld settle it.

Mr. WALKER : What is needed is a fund
provided by the Commonwealth to meet
emergencies of this kind, and administered
officially and strictly, and with sympathy.
It it is left to somebody merely moving
when the position is desperate and notice
brought, and then perhaps the wmatter going
from one organisation to another and from
one door lo another, there is going to be a
great deal more dissatisfaction than already
exists. T submit that it is a solemn responsi-
bility devolving upon the Commonwealth
Government Io see that adequate means are
provided that no soldier is thrown upon the
street or has to seek some charitable organ-
isation in order to obtain relief upon his
return.

Mr. Allen: Hear, hear!
Mr. WALKER: That is the position.
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Mr. Foley: It is a position which is not
being manifested at the present time.

Ir. WALKER : Tt is not being sufficiently
impressed——

Mr. Foley: And all the talk that is going
on will not do any good, we want some-
thing to prevent it.

Mr. WALKER: It is not being sufficiently
impressed upon the Federal authorities. I
shall object to vote for the clause as it
stands. It is too indefinite and too vague,
and the money might be diverted from ils
proper purposes. I have not one word to
say against those zealons members of the
commitiee who are giving their work so un-
selfishly for the good of the country and for
the benefit partieularly of the soldiers who
have returned, but they are all, T think,
limited in their knowledge and the time that
they can bestow upon the matter, and they
may not always be the constituents of that
council. Others may come in. Amongst other
things provided in the first portion of Clause
2 is “the advancement of the soldiers.”” On
the question of the advancement of the sol-
diers, repalriation might weil be considered
as included. The fund might be technically
and correctly applied to that purpose. Un-
til there is some amendment, which we shall
have to eonsider in Committee, I should not
feel inclined to give my consent to the pass-
ing of that clause and to its becoming a part
of the Bill.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
T. Robingsen—Canning) [5.50] in moving
the second reading said: The object of the
Bill is to make provision for the better re-
presentation of the people of Western Aus-
tralia in Parliament,

Mr. Carpenter: Quite necessary.

The Premier: Yes, quite necessary.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A Royal
Commission free from party influence is
appointed in the Bill itself, to consist of a
judge of the Supreme Court, the Surveyor
General, and the Chief Electoral Officer,
The Royal Commission will divide the State
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into 50 electoral distriets. That will be its
duty. That portion of the Staie now com-
prised in the Kimberley, the Roebourne, the
Pilbara, and the Gascoyne districts (with
some modifications of boundaries as the Com-
missioners may think fit) will be divided into
four districts as at present. The quota will
not apply. As regards the area now com-
prised within the remaining 46 distriets, the
Commissioners will allot a certain number
of districts to each of three areas, namely,
firsily, the metropolitan area; secondly, the
goldfields eentral area; and thirdly, the agri-
cultural-mining area. Hon. members will
see the boundaries of these areas in the
schedule.

Mr. Carpenter: It sounds liké a wedding.

Mr, Taylor: Where is community of in-
terest there?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As a gen-
eral principle, one vote one value is theo-
retically good, and absolutely good when all
conditions of life and environment are equal.
It, however, can only satisfactorily apply in
closely settled districts, and where com-
munity of interest exists. Western Anstra-
lia has a scattered population in the country,
and it cannot be said that there is community
of interest between the agricultural districts
and the goldfields, or between the goldfields
and the closely settled indusirial population
of the metropolitan area.

Mr. W. D. Johnson:
argument.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Bill
provides for two distinet classes of guotas.
The first is what I may term a “uniform
quota.” That is for the purpose of ecalen-
lating the number of districts into which
cach area will be divided. Such guola is as-
certained by dividing by 46—being the num-
ber of districts to be provided for—the
aggregate of the following three figures,
namely, firstly, the total enrolment in the
agricultural-mining area; secondly, the total
enrolment in the mefropolitan area reduced
by two-fifths; and thirdly, the total en-
rolment in the goldfields central area reduced
by one quarter; and the quotient thus ob-
tained becomes the “uniform quota’ for the
above-mentioned purposes, approximately, 1
may say on present figures, 3,000 electors.

Mr. W. D, Johnson: That is in the gold-
fields central.

That is a strange
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Mr. (Loghlen: Would you give us an
illustraiion, a eomparison?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will give
the hon, member an ilustration later. That
is the first class. The other class of quoias
is required for the purpose of delineating
the disiriets within each area, and these
yuotas are arrived at by dividing the total
actual enrolment, that is the whole of the
electors of each area, by the number of dis-
iricts allotted to that area, there being thus
obtained an average or quota of enrolments
which will form the basis for the redistribu-
tion in each area. Take the metropolitan
area. The present number of enrolments
there is 70,838 electors, The number of dis-
triets apparently will be 14, and the quota
5.060. But although the guota is taken as
lbe hasis for sueh division, the Commis-
sioners tnay allow a margin not to exceed
two-fifths, 20 per cent., more or less, and
shall give consideration to the following:—
firstly, community of interests—

Mr. W. D. Johnsen: That is community
of interest in the distriets as divided by the
Bill

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Certainly.
Secondly, means of communication; thirdly,
physical features; and fourthly, the exist-
ing boundaries. The Commissioners will re-
port to the Attorney General, who shall lay
the report on the Tables of both Houses of
Parliament, and a Bill will then be intro-
dueed for the redistribution of seats in ac-
cordance therewith, The Bill will provide
for the readjustment of provinces. The seats
of existing members of the Assembly and
Couneil remain unnaffected until a dissolu-
tion of the Assembly or the periodical vaca-
tion of seats in the Council. There is also
provided for a redisiribution from time to
time on the resolution of the Assembly, or if
any hiennial election enrolments for five
distriets falls short of or exeeeds the quota.
The basis of the 1913 Bill, as of this Bill, is
the quota and its fixing. The 20 per cent. in-
erease or decrease of which I have spoken
does not affect the principle, and is merely
incidental. The 1913 Bill was a centralisa-
tion measure at the expense of the goldfields
and of the country distriets, from which it
took no less than eight seats, which eight
seats it automatically gave to the metropoli-
tan area. This Bill names the Royal Com-
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missioners—an apointment by Parliament—
whilst the 1913 Bill gave the appointment to
the Government of the day.

My, Bolton: This is the same thing, is it
not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.

Mr. Bolton: You are going to appoint the
commissioners under the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When the
1913 Bill was before the Assembly, the then
Premier, Mr. Scaddan, said—

I do not know how this distribution is
going to pan ouf.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: How could he know?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I therefore
now wish to show how that Bill wonld have
panned out, and to explain to members of
this House the difference belween the pro-
visions of the 1913 Bill and those of this
Bill.

Mr. Bolton: Will you tell us how {his Bill
will pan out? It is only fair.

Mr. Taylor: After the elections he will.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The 1913
Bill exempted from its general provisions
the four electorates I have mentioned—IKim-
berley, Pilbara, Roebourne, and Gascoyne;
and the area now covered by those districis
was, under that Bill, to be divided into three
districts, leaving 47 for the balance of the
State to be constrncted by the commission-
ers on an even quofa of enrolment. The
Legislative Couneil restored the four North-
ern disfriets, of which aection the Assembly
later approved. The 1913 Bill would have
centred 40 per cenf. of the whole of the
Assembly representation in the metropolitan
area, by raising the number of metropolitan
districts from 12 te 20, This Bill on pre-
sent day enrolments and on present boun-
daries will work out—and now I am an-
swering the question of the member for
Sonth Fremantle (Mr. Bolton)—at 14 dis-
triets for the metropolitan area, represent-
ing an increase of two. The 1913 Bill wonld
bave reduced the representation in the As-
sembly of the present 13 goldfields distriets
from 26 per cent. to 16 per cent., reducing
the number of goldfields distriets by five,
from 13 to eight; while this Bill reduces
goldfields representation by four distriets
calenlated on the present enrolment.

Mr. Toley: Those are not your own
figures.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: These are
the departmental figures of the actnal en-
rolment, and are indisputable. The point is
that in the Assembly debate on the previous
Bill no one ook the trouble to analyse the
measure. .

Mr. Taylor: Where were the Opposition?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Pre-
mier had said he did not know how the mea-
sure would pan out.

Mr. Bolton: We will analyse this mea-
sure.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member may do so to his heart’s content.
Continuing my analysis of the 1913 Bill, I
have to point out that it would have rednced
the representation of the present 21 couniry
distriets to 19. The 1916 Bill exempts from
its general provisions the four Northern dis-
tricts of Kimberley, Pilbara, Roebourne, and
(Giascoyne; but the boundaries of those dis-
tricis may be readjusted by the commis-
sioners into the same number of districts,
namely four. That leaves 46 districts for
the remainder of the State. The 1916 Bill
provides quotas on a sliding scale, based
upon the present figures of enrclment, and
working out approsimaltely as follows:—
Quota for the metropolitan areas 5,000, for
the ceniral goldfields areas 4,000, and for
the argicultural-mining areas 3,000.

Mr. Foley: Working it out on yeur own
sliding scale, do you think the 3,000 and the
5,000 fair?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Most
certainly. The Bill reduces the metropolitan
represeniation. Hon. members opposite
wonld bave centralised the whole govern-
ment in Perth, Caleulated on the present
enrolmeni, the 1916 Bill would increase the
representation of the metropolitan area hy
raising the number of districts from 12 to
14. Calenlated on the same enrolment, the
same Bill would increase the representation
of the country or agricultural districts by
raising their number from 21 to 23, an in-
crease of two.

Mr. Foley: That just means that you
take some seats from the goldfields and
spread them over the other portions of the
State.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
giving the effeet of the Bill calenlated on the
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present eprolments, which would reduce the
representation of the goldfields districts in
the Assembly from 13 to nine, a reduction
of four disiricts as against the five distriets
which were ¢ut out by the 1913 Bill. At the
same lime, this measure leaves the Golden
Mile with its present four members un-
tonched.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Why do not you fol-
low your figures up? You gave us the
quotas for metropolitan, agricultural, and
mining.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am com-
ing to the olher figures. In order to enable
ton. members more fully to comprehend the
provisions of this Bill, T have had prepared
by the Llectoral Registrar four returns,
which 1 have laid before hon. members for
their considerafion. I now refer hon. mem-
bers to No. 1 return, which shows the quota
calculated on the present enrolment in the
existing districts. The first column mentions
metropolitan, central goldfields, and agrieul-
tural-mining; the next column states the
number of distriets at the present day, be-
ing 12 for the metropolitan, four for the
central goldfields, nine for mining distriets,
and 21 for agricultural and ports. The
envelments are given in the third eolumn,
and to-day’s quota is given in the last
column. On looking at No. 2 table hon.
members will find that the quota is calculated
on the present enrolment of the proposet
new distriets, I myself have added to that
table two columns, one on either side, which
¥ will give to hon. members; and they can
add those columns, which T think useful, to
the table, for their own information. Taking
the table as it stands, it gives again the
various areas or districts. The first colomn
of figures shows the number of new districts
there will be in each area. The next column
gives the enrolments, which are as hefore
The last colamn gives the quota in each dis-
tric. 1f hon. members will look, for in-
stance, at “metropolitan 5,060” they will see
where 1 get my 5,000 from. On looking at
“central goldfields 3,845” they will see how
1 arrived at 4,000. On referring to “agricnl-
tural-mining (combined) 2,925” they will see
where T got my figure of 3,000. I suggest
hon. members should mark on the side of
this table 5,000, 4,000, and 3,000; and they
will then follow my argument. T suggest
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alsu that hon. members insert a2 colamn in
front of the first figure eolumn, and call it
“present number of members.” 1 suggest
hon. members should fill in ibere, “Metro-
politan 12, central goldfields four, mining
nine, agriculture and ports 21; total 46.7
Hon. members will then have a complete
schedule dealing with fhe present enrolment,
as contrasted with the new one. Return 3
gives a caleulation, based npon present en-
rolment, of the approximate number of dis-
triets to which each area as defined in this
weasure would be cuotitled. The first column
again mentions the area; the second the
actual enrolmenti; the third the fignures for
caleulation purposes under Clause 4 (a) of
the Bill; and the fourth eolumn the number
of districts. Taking metropolitan, the actual
enrolment is 70,838, less two-fifths 42,502,
and the number of distriets 14.38, or, as
fizured out in a further column, 14. Central
goldfields figures work out at 3.90, which I
phrase, as of course the commissioners
would, four. The total of agriculfural-min-
ing, 27.72, is in effect 28. Thus the total of
46 is arrived at. The last refurn gives the
subdivision proposal of the late Government
on the basis of the present enrolment, If
hon. members wish it, 1 can supply a sche-
dule of the 1913 enrolment. There are, of
course, slight differences in the figures; but
I an here applying the 1913 Bill to the pre-
sent day figures. Hon. members on doing
so0 will find that in the metropolitan area,
with 70,000 electors, they have 19.80 mem-
bers, which is to say 20 members, under the
1913 Bill, as against the existing number of
12, I suggest hon, members add a new
column here also, ealling it “present time.”
That new column will show metropolitan
12, central goldfields four, mining niue, agri-
calture and ports 21. I would suggest a
further column headed “new Bill,” which
eolumn would show metropolitan 14, eentral
goldfields four, other mining distriets five,
agriculture and poris 23. Thus hon. mem-
bers bave the whole of the information for
which they have been asking.

Mre. W. D. Johnson: I hope you are going
to girculate those figures.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
members have them.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: But you have made
certain additions here.

Hon.



466

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I sug-
gested hon. members should make those,

Mr. W. D. Johnson: You ought to supply
those to members. Could you not do that
Just in type-wrilten form{

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If hon.
members opposite had only listened for a
few momenis, they could have written those
figures down. Type-written forms showing
those figures are quite unnecessary.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: If the figures are
worth guoiing, they are worth pulting into
your return,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 bave
given hon. members the figures, and hon.
members can deal with them as they please.
1 have other information here available for
hon. members in respect of questions they
may wish to ask, as to total enrolment for
any individual district, or the like, I do
not think it would serve any purpose to put
that informatlion before hon. members at the
preseni moment, but I shall be prepared to
give it. Hon. members now have the in-
formaiton T consider necessary for intelli-
gent consideration of the measure, and 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a second lime.

Mr., W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford}
[6.16]: I move—

That the debate be adijourned until

Tuesday next.

The Premier: No. Why should the busi-
ness of the House be hung up like that?

Mr. Bolton: Say the Committee stage
next week.

The Premier: Yes,

Mr. W, D. JOHNSON: With the permis-
sion of the House, I wish to point out that if
the debale is resumed on Thursday next it
cannot be completed on that day. The
House will adjourn on Thursday for two or
three weeks, and then we shall have had
only half the debate. After one or two
members have spoken, the debate will be
adjourned for {wo or three weeks. Tf econ-
sideration of the measure is postponed until
Tuesday next, it will go over the adjourn-
ment,

The Premier: This is only a Commission
Bill. Tt is not a Redistribution of Seats
Bill.

Afr, Bolten: But it gives the commis-
sioners certain powers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): The debate will finish on Thursday
all right.

Motion {(adjournment) puf, and a divi-
sion taken with the following result:—

Ayes . . ..o 14
Noes e .. .

Majority against .. 3

AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Taylor
Mr, Foley Mr. Thomas
Mr. Holman Mr, Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Bolton
Mr. Mullany {Teller.)
Mr. Munsie
Nogs,
Mr. Butcher Mr, Mitchell
Mr. Connolly Mr. Robinson
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Thomsen
Mr. George Mr. Veryard
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Willmott
Mr. Harrison Mr. F. Wiisen
Mr. E. B, Johnston My, Male
Mr. Lelroy (Teller)

Motion thus negatived.
Sitting suspended from 6.23 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: A motion for the ad-
journment of the debate can now he taken.
When the House rose at 6.15 the motion for
the adjournment of the debate until nexi
Toesday was defeated.

On motion by Mr. Bolton, debate ad-

journed.
BILL—FRANCHISE,
Second Reading.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

R. T. Robinson—Canning) [7.33] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The object of
this mensure is to preserve the franchise of
the members of His Majesty’s forces and is
practieally the same Bill as that suggested
by the late Government.  There is, how-
ever, an addition to the end of it, and two
clanses have heen remodelled, but the prin-
ciple is the same. Under tbe existing law,
that is, the Electoral Aet of 1907, an elee-
tor must be enrolled in the distriet in which
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he lives and can only vote so long as he
continues to live in the distriet for which
he is enrolled, with the exception that if he
changes his plaece of living and an election
is held before he transfers his name to an-
other roll within three months after "he
ceases to lve in the disiriet for which he is
enrolled, he may nevertheless vote for that
distriet. The Bill before the House which
deals with the franclise of electors on ser-
viee, that is, soldiers, provides that such an
elector on service with His Majesty’s forces
shall be deemed during such service to con-
tinue to live in tha district for which he was
enrolled at the eommencement of such ser-
viee,

Mr. Bolton:
not9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No mat-
ter where he is.

Mr, Walker: Is being in eamp regarded
as being on active service?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. The
Bill also provides that a person on service
not eorolled may be enrolled for the dis-
tricf in which he lived immediately before
ithe commencement of service. In dealing
with the question of the Legislative Council
franchise, the household qualification of a
Council elector is preserved if the elector
continnes his tenancy of the house, though he
need not continue to live in it. The chief elee-
toral officer can insert the names of any
person which may have been owmitted. and
preserve their franehise. The last portion
of the Bill provides that an asterisk or a
star_is fo be placed against the name of an
elector who has joined the forges, the ob-
jeet being for the convenience of electoral
and returning officers who may thus be able
to see at a glanee which of the electors are
on service and not in the distriet at the
moment.

NMr. Walker: Have yon made any pro-
vision for them to vote?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.

Mr. Walker: Then what is the good of
keeping the names on the roll if they ean-
not vote?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is im-
possible to make adequate provision for the
voles of soldiers to he taken in war-time.

Wheiher be is abroad or
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1 think it is undesirable that such provision
should be made in regard to men who are
engaged at the Front. The object of the
Bill is to conlinue the names of those en-
maged on aclive service on the roll. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[7.38]: As the Attorney General has
pointed out, the Bill is practically the same
as that which was prepared by the previ-
ong Government. I candidly admit that it
will he of very little practical use, but I
think it is only right that the names of
those who go on aclive service should as far
as possible he retained on the roll. There
is only one point to which I wounld draw
attention, and it is that we limit the pro-
posal to those entitled to enrolment at the
time of enlistment. We must, however,
Lear in mind that there are a lot of juniors
who become entitled to the franchise while
on aclive service by reason of them attain-
ing their majorifty. In other words, a ot
of soldiers have left, and are still leaving
the State, before they are 21 years of age,
and we should make provision for eases of
this description.  The Attorney General
will realise that the Bill, while preserving
the franchise of the electors on service, does
nothing for the other members of the forces
to whom I have referred. The measure
might be broadened so that those who leave
the eountry bhefore they are 21 years of age
may bhe enrolled while they are on active
service.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle) [7.40]:
I understand that the object of the Bill is
simply to legalise what has been the practice
in the Electoral Department. I well remem-
ber when the first batch of soldiers wenb
away, the Elecloral Department at once be-
gan to remove from the rolls the names of
zoldiers who had been residing in the dis-
tricts for which they had been enrolled in
accordance with the provisions of the Aeci.
Tlie resnlt was that men who had gone away
to serve their country, and who in the ordin-
ary course of events returned either sick or
wounded, or after having completed their
work, found that their names had been struek
off the roll. Complaints were made abont
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that action, and 1 believe the then Altorney
General issued instructions to the Chief Elec-
toral Qificer thal the names of all soldiers
who were known to have gone away as mem-
bers of the forces on active service were 10
be retained on the rolls, I take it it is
intended by the Bill before the House to
legalise thal action. As Clause 2 reads it
appears to make it mandatory that the
names shall remain on the roll even though
a soldier himself may not desire to have it
on the roll of a particular constituency. A
great number of soldiers who have returned
have not gone back to the constitueney from
which they eame. Some have gone to Albany,
some have remained in Perth, while others
may be in the Base Hospital at Fremantle,
and these men may not have any intigntion
of returning to their old electorates. What
I want fo be sure about is that they will be
given the right to have their names trans-
ferred. I take it that the Bill eannot deprive
them of the right to transfer, a right which
they already enjoy, though Clanse 2 sets out
that the name “shall” remain on the roll for
which the particular person may have been
originally enrolled.

AMr, BOLTON (South Fremantle) [7.45]:
Whilst it seems, on the face of it, very neces-
sary, the Bill is somewhat dangerous. Not
only is there the soldier at the Front to bhe
provided for, but there are others on duty
within the State who have been transferred
from their own districts. These men are
jusi as mueh on active service as those in
the firing line, yet the Bill will not permit
them to transfer from one electoral roll lo
another. Moreover, the provision for plac-
ing an asterisk against the name of the man
on active service, snggests to me that sach
a8 man must remain on his original roll. T
say he should have the right to transfer while
on active service. The object of the Bill is {e
preserve the franchise of the man on active
gervice. But, in a way, it disfranchises him,
The name of the soldier on active service is
retained on the roll originally claimed for,
and no provision is made for his transferring
his name to the roll of an electorate within
which bhe may be residing for 12 months or
more. Therefore, 1t will be seen that the
man on active service has not the same right
as a civilian. T think the point should be
safeguarded.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Atiorney General: We might as well
tear up the Bill as adopt your suggestion.

Mr. BOLTON: Then the Bill is a very
dangerous one indeed. TUnder the Bill the
man on aclive service is the ouly man to be
restticied in his fronchise. Any other elector
who has moved from one electorate to an-
other can e¢laim to be enrolled for his new
electorale, :

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Bul the man on active service canpot
be said to have changed his place of resi-
dence,

Mr. BOLTON: There are eases in which
men on active service have been transferred
from one electorate to another indefinitely,
one might almost say permanently. The ser-
geant in eharge of the base hospital al Fre-
mantle has been in charge of that institetion
ever since its inanguration.

The Atiorney General: That is very dif-
ferent from the case of a man who is thers
only temporarily.

Mr. BOLTON: Technically, the sergeant
is there only temporarilty. Hundreds who
have joined the forees are still in this State,
stationed in districts other than those for
which they are enrolled; and they are likely
to remain there. These men should have the
right to transfer from one electorate to an-
other. After all, a man cannot be on more
than one roll. The very transference is
effecied by the Eleetoral Department remov-
ing the name from the original roll and add-
ing it to the new roll. I cannot see why the
Bill should be torn up merely hecauvse we
say that the man on active serviee should
have the same right as any other elegtor.
Althoungh the Bill appears to be very neces-
sary, yet, as a matter of fact, it is distinetly
dangerous. No Parliament has the right to
say to a man, “You must coniinue to be en-
rolled for a certain district, because you
originally enrolled for that district.” The
soldier should have all the privileges of the
ordinary elector. This is all T ask.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna) [7.50]: 1
fully endorse the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber. The late Government had the desire to
preserve the franchise to every soldier going
on active service. It meant something more
than having the names of men on active ser-
vice printed on the rolls with an asterisk
appended. It meant that they should be
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able to exercise their franchise. As the hon.
member has pointed out, if the Bill does
anything at all it limits the rights of men
on active serviee. It limits their power to
change their electorates, because they are to
be deemed to coniinue to live in the elector-
ates for which they were earolled at the
time of their enlistment. And it deprives
them of the power to vote. There may be
oceasions wlhen they could vote, but no pro-
vision 1s made to extend to them the right
te vote wherever they may be. In other
States such a right is given to seamen, and
something similar should be done for our
soldiers. DBut there is a greater danger still
in putting a distingnishing mark against the
name of & man on active service. It will be
a sure guaraniee that sueh men are non-
voters.

The Attorney General: No, they may be
herc.

Mr. WALKER:
senation.

The Attorney General: The object of the
provision is lo aveid that very thing.

Mr. WALEKER: It will give the cue to
any who may have such practices in mind.
It seems to have been a ecommon practice in
all old-time elections, and certainly, if there
were any Seeking a chanee to impersonate,
this wounld be a good hint to them. The Bill
goes too far in proposing to mark on the

It may lead to imper-

roll the names of these absent electors sing-*

ling them out as distinet from others.
Many men have returned unfit for active ser-
vice at the Front, notwithstanding which
their services are still availed of locally, and
they are daily at work in our ecamps. Those
men will not be bac¢k in their own elector-
ates, perhaps, until after the war, if indeed
they ever c¢hoose to go there again. And, in
the meantime, they cannot change their elee-
torates and vote in those districts iz which
cirenmstances eompel them to make their
homes for the time being. Thus the Bill, in-
stead of being of benefil to the soldiers, is a
mere farce, simply enabling them to have
their names printed on the rolls with an as-
terisk. The measure which the late Govern-
ment intended to bring in would have given
soldiers the full right to exercise the fran-
chise, 1f they so desired. In effect we already
have the power to keep them on the roll and
grant them &all eivil rights, but to put it be-
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yond all ¢avil the late Government intended
to bring in a Bill expressly preserving those
rights, No sacrifice of any right should fall
upon the men on active service because of
their patriotic zeal in our defence. This Bill
means to the soldiers merely an ornamental
publication of their names, ¢f no value to
them or to the country.

Mr. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
[757]): There can be no doubt that the

electoral rights of men on active service will
he curtailed by the Bill. Many of those men
are married and, on iheir enlisting, their
wives moved into other districts, with a view
te making their hotnes there, at least until
such time as their husbands should return.

Hon. J. D. Cennolly (Honorary Minis-

ter}: These soldiers’ wives can transfer.
Mr., ANGWIN: Buat no provision is

made for the soldier’s transfer. We will
have the soldier voting in one electorate and
his wife voting in another. 1 can readily
believe that the desire of the Attorney Gen-
eral is fo give the soldier full voting power;
but the Bill will not effect that. The soldier
is to be tied to the distriet for which he is
enrolled, and he is not to have the same
privileges as are enjoyed by all other elec-
tors. During the period of the war, and for
six months after, he will not be able to
transfer from ome district to another. All
that we ask is that he shall have the same
opportunity of transferring his name from
one to another roll, just as the ecivilian is
permitted to do. An elector must reside in
o distriet for one month before he is entitled
to transfer his name. I hope the At-
torney General will give consideration to
that aspeet of the Bill.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BII.L—PERMANENT RESERVE
(No. 1).

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. T. Robinsen—Canning) [3.2] in moving
the second reading said: This is a Bill to
authorise the granting of a mineral lease of
portion of Reserve A7337. This Bill is in-
troduced in order to allow of a portion of
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a class A reserve, now set apart in the Dar-
hing Ranges as a national park, being
graoted by way of lease for mining for
molybdenite. I may say that this Bill came
down from the late Government and is now
brought forward without any alteration
whatevet. As members know, Secilon 8 of
the Permanent Reserves Act, 1899, provides
that the Governor may declare a reserve,
and that after such reserve has been classi-
fied as a class A reserve it shall forever re-
main dedicated for the purposes for which
it was declared until it is otherwise pro-
vided by an Aect of Parliament, in which
the lands dealt with must be specifically
mentioned, That is the reason for the in-
troduction of this Bill. The lease for these
lands was applied for in 1914 by Messrs.
Gull Bros. and Edwards. A Bill was pre-
pared authorising a lease of part of the re-
serve, but was not brought forward in 1914
or 1915, owing, I am given fo understand,
to pressure of Parliamentary business. The
only reason for urgency in this matter at
the present time is in view of the demand
for molybdenite and the high price that
minera] is bringing. Molybdenite is widely
distributed thronghout Western Australia,
but attempts fo mine it have been made on
only a small scale at Leonora, Mullewa,
Southern Cross, and one or two other cen-
tres. The greater part of the world’s sup-
ply of molybdenite comes from Australia,
and the Commonwealth Government are to-
day buying up the mineral at a fixed price
of £452 per ton for 90 per cent. molyb-
denite. Ore attaining a less percentage
down to eight per eenf. is saleable, but at
lower prices. The principal use of the
metal i5 in the making of a special grade of
steel. 1t is alsq used in connection with dye
works, porcelain, and chemical indnstries.
It is alse stated to have considerable value
as a preservative, and also in the making of
cordite. The question is whether this por-
tion of our national park might be operated
on for the mining of this mineral. There
appears to me to be no reason why mining
operations on that part of the national park
applied for should not be carried on under
conditions which will proteet the surface
and ensure that there is no injury to the
appearance of the park.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Underwood: Have you any evidence
that there is molybdenite there%

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T under-
stand that there is such evidence, and the
hon. member may be assured that we will
have evidence before any lease is granted.
The land applied for is situated one and a
kalf miles north-easi from the Swan View
railway station, in the direction of the fun-
nel, and cannot therefore in any way spoil
the appearance of the park. If there is
any possibility of successful mining for
molybdenite there I think it is now car duty
to do what we can to develop it. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Hudson debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—-ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
PROPERTY ACTS AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. T. Robinson—Canning) [8.8] in moving
the second reading said: This is a Bill to
farther amend the Aets relating to the pro-
perty of the Roman Catholic Chruch, and
is mainly required because the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Perth has been ereated

-an Arch-diocese. The chureh authorities also

desive to have power to sell, mortgage, or
lease their lands. The Bill provides further
that the eonsent of the advisers constituled
under the Roman Catholic Church Property
Act, 1911, shall be obtained, and that the
provisions of Section 7 of the Koman
Catholic Lands Act, 1911, shall apply, that
is to say, that where lands are aecguired
from the Crown the consent of the Governor-
in-Couneil must be obfained before a lease
or mortgage may be effected.  Another
clause of the Bill deals with the validation
of eertain transactions not strietly in form,
owing to the faet that the archbishopric has
been for some time in operation. Conse-
quently, operations which have been pro-
ceeding in connection with the sale or other
dealings in land are not in a proper sense
in order and must be validated by a Bill of
this deseripition. If hon. members desire
information as to the powers of the Roman
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Catholic Cburch in respect to its lands, I
would refer them to Section 5 of the Act
of 1895—

With the consent of the Governor-in-
Council, the said Bishop and his succes-
sors in office may sell apy lands granted
by the Crown as aforesaid to him or his
predecessors in such office, or that may
hereafter be so granted to him or his
SUCCESSOTS.

There is therefore power to mortgage, but
it is desired to overcome the limitation in
that section that moneys raised by way of
morigage vnder the Aet of 1895 must be
expended in buildings or in otherwise im-
proving the land comprised in the security.
It is felt that if money has to be raised for
building purposes this limitation is hamper-
ing to the authorities, If members will turn
to Seetion 5 of the Roman Catholie Church
Property Aect, 1911, it will be seen that—
The said Bishop and his suctessors in
office shall not have any power to sell,
lease, mortgage, encumber, or otherwise
dispose of any real or leasehold property
so vesfed in him and his suecessors as
aforesaid without the comsent in writing
of two persons, who shall be siyled the
“Advisers” and shall be appointed as
hereinafter provided.

In the Bill now before the House it is
provided that the consent of these advisers
shall be obtained. T do not think that there
is any further information I can give, ex-
cept to say that I think, after baving ex-
amined it, that it is a proper Bill, and that
the powers asked for are such as might be
properly granted to the Roman Catholie
Church to deal with its property. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time. .
On motion by Mr. W. D. Johnson debate
adjourned.

BILL—ADQPTION OF CHILDREN
ACT AMENDMENT.

' Secotid Reading.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister—Perth) [8.15] in moving the second
reading said: This is a very small amend-
ment to the Adoption of Children Aect of
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1896, but though small, it is very important.
In a word, the Bill provides for the altera-
tion in the Aet of one word or so. The
Adoption of Children Act of 1896 provides
in Section 3 for the adoption of a child in
the preseribed form, by a married woman
alone, with the written consent of her hus-
band. Subsection 3 provides that a married
woman who, in the opinion of the judge, is
at least 18 years older than the child may
adopt that child. A case cropped up in
which a widow desired to adopt a child but
eould not do so under the Aet,  Strietly
speaking, a widow is not a married woman,
and in order to get over the difficulty, which
hon. members will recognise, for a widow in
a general way is rather a suitable person to
adopt a child, the words are inserfed, such
as are provided under the Bill, “unmarried
woman or a widow,” Then there is a fur-
ther amendment of the principal Act pro-
vided for, and this has to do with Section 4.
It provides in the Act that a married man
alone, with the written consent of his wife,
may adopt a male child by permission of the
judge, as in the preseribed form. Again,
there is no provision made for a widower,
so that the amendment in the clanse of the
Bill is really consequential on the other. In
other words, the Bill provides in one clause
for the widow and in the other for a wid-
ower. Furthermore, Seetion 3, Subsection 4
of the Act contains the words “a married
man who in the opinion of the judge.” Hon.
members can see that this is a mistake, and,
therefore, the word “married” is struek out
and the word “unmarried” is put in. That is
the only alteration to the principal Act, and
is made for the purpose of making it clear
that a widow ean adopt a child on the
same conditions as a married woman or &
spinster. I beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [8.18]:
I think the Bill might be passed. The
amendments asked for are required be-
cause of the wording of the Act. Tt seems
to me that cases could arise when unmarried
people could adopt children with advantage
to the children. We have to bear in wind,
of course, that these adoptions are always
considered by a judge. I am of opinion,
therefore. that there is no danger whatever
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to the child, and that, in some cases, such
facilities will be of advantage to the State.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second fime.

In Committee.

dir. Holman in the Chair, Hon. J. D.
Connolly (Honorary Minister) in charge of
the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 3:
. Mr. MUNSIE: Will the Honorary Min-

ister tell me whether the clanse, if agreed to,
will prohibit & married woman from adopt-
ing a child?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: If the amend-
ment is passed the section of the Act con-

cerned will then read, “An unmarried
woman, or widow.”
Mr. Hudson: A married woman alone

could adopt a child with the consent of her
husband ¢

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY:
mains.

Mr. Hudson: There is no provision for
a married woman adopting a child with the
congent of her husband.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: She may adopt
the child with the consent of the judge.

Mr, TAYLOR: T gather that Section 3,
Subseetion 2 of the Aet, which this Bill in-
tends to amend, makes provision for a mar-
ried woman adopting a child.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Subsection 2
provides for a married woman adopting a
child. Subseetion 3 is then struck out and
the present clause inserted providing for
unmarried women, or widows.

Mr. Taylor: That is clear.

Claunse puf and passed.

"Clauses 3, 4—agreed to.

Rill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

That still re-

BiLL—SPECIAL LEASE
CLIFTON).
Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy—Moore) [8.25]: in moving the
second reading said: This is a very import-
ant Bill, and one which, I think, will appeal
to lon. members, not only those represent-

(LARE
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ing the agrienltural community, but those
who are mterested in the welfare of the
counlry generally. By the development of
the lime deposits at Lake Clifton we should
be abie lo asgist in the development of the
South-West portion of this State. The land
in Western Aunstralia it 15 well known, is
more particularly deficient in lime, and any
proposition which has been brought forward
to enable the agrieulturist to fertilise his
land with lime will be of benefit, not only to
bim, but to Western Australia. The Bill
provides for the granting of a lease under
the Lund Act, 1898, of Lake Clifton reserve,
and Reserve 998 in the South-West division
of the State, and to authorise the construc-
tion of & railway from Waroona to the said
1eserve. Lake Clifton is a lagoon of some
15 or 16 miles in length by about three-
guarters of a mile in width, lying to the
westward of Waroona on the Bunbury rail-
way line and parallel with the sea coast, It
is strange that it remains for us to discover
this wonderful deposit at Lake Clifton after
Western Australia has been settled for so
many years, lis discovery is due to the re-
searches of one of the settlers there some few
years ago, who discovered that this wonder-
ful deposit at Lake Clifton was simply a
huge body of lime, Iying in such a form that
would be very easy of adaptation to the soil
of this country, and lime in such a form that,
when dried, would pass through a drill with
ease. 'The deposit is found all over the sur-
face of the lake and is about 12 feet in depth.
Any measure that will provide for the work-
ing of this wonderful deposit must be of
great benefit to the country., This Bill will
enable a provisional agreement, entered into
by the late Minister for Lands (Mr. W. D.
Johngon) with Mr. John Henry Johmnson,
for a special lease to be granted for the bed
and banks of lake Clifton and a reserve
ol about 60 acres alongside the lease where
operations will be carried on, to he granted.
The lale Minister took a very keen interest
in this. and T am sure he will welcome the
infroduction  of this measure before the
Touse. In my opinion, the agreement was
well thought out, well protecting the inter-
ests of the State without harassing the oper-
ations of the lessee. The agreement will be
found in the schedvle to the Bill. It pro-
vides, first of all, for a rental of £200 per



[3 Ocroser, 1916.]

anoum payable halt-yearly, and for a de-
posit of £1,000. The term of the lease is
42 vears, which I think hon, members will
agree is neeessary in order to induce a lessee
to bring forward a considerable amount of
capital tor the development of the lime de-
posit.  Withoui some lengthy tenure he
eould not be expected to do that. The agree-
ment further provides that Lhe lessee shall
construet a railway from Warcona to Lake
Clifton. The railway is to be built under
the supervision of the Engineer-in-Chief, or
of such officer as he may appoint for the
purpuse.  The lessee will be compelled to
work the railway, and to carry freight and
passengers at such rates as the Minister for
Railways may approve, but not less than
the rates in foree upon the railways of the
Waestern Australian Government. A similar
provision, I believe, appears in the contract
between tlie Western Australian Government
and the Midland Railway Company, this
propesed agreement being much on the same
lines. The railway from Waroona to the
lake should in itself prove of great benefit to
this State. There is, 1 understand, a con-
siderahle aren of good swamp land around
the lake, and also other land suitable for
settlement along the route of ihe railway.
All this country wonld be opened up. Fur-
ther, T am informed there is near the lake a
fairly large tuart forest, which the railway
would render available. The railway is to
be kept in good repair, The lime to be ob-
fained must not be less than 50 tons per day,
and its price is fixed at not more than 10s. for
unscreened lime and not more than 12s. for
screened lime, delivered, not at the lake, but
at Waroona. Further, the agreement pro-
vides that the Government may, if they so
desire, purchase the railway at any time on
the basis of the original cost of the railway.

AMr. W. D. Johnson: At aetual cost, less
depreciation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. If
the price cannot be agreed upon, the matter
must go to arbitration. At the same time,
as the work of construction is to be carried
out under the supervision of the Engineer-
in-Chief. it will be necessary for that officer
to ascertain the cost accurately while the
congtruction of the railway is in progress.
Thus there will be data as to cost available
in the future. I have now stated the main
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provisivns of the Bill, but I should like tLo
say a few words regarding the lime deposit,
which appears to me unigque in the history
of this country. As I see tbe deposit—and
the late Minister for Lands has also seen it
—it sirikes me as marvellous ihat so huge
a quantify of lime should exist in such a
form. The lime consists of minute particles,
whicli can be seen almost with the naked
eye, though, of course, more plainly visible
with the microscope. It is almost as fine as
flour. Shells have parfly formed the de-
posit, and the lime from the surrounding
couniry, which is sll of limestone character,
has eome in solution into this lake and en-
tered into the shell deposit, thus forming
this marvellous supply. Careful inguiry has
been made in the malter. It might be said,
of eourse, that if any individual eares to run
the risk of iuvesting his mopey in Western
Australia, we should fet him do so. I do not
think it is a wise thing to let anyone do so
without previous inquiry, because, if peo-
ple are encouraged to invest in an under-
taking of this kind here and if they fail in
the enterprise, it only goes against the inter-
ests of the country, Geological experts have
Investigated this lime deposit, which has also
been inguired into by the experts of the
Agricultural Department; and ome and all
are unanimous in affirming the great value
of the deposit and the great benefit its de-
velopment will confer on the agricultural
eommunity of the South-West and also of
the eastern districts. The prices of the lime,
10s. for unsereened and 12s. for sereened
delivered al Waroona, are low. Rail freight
on lime, as we know, is also low; the ex-
pense of hauling a ton of lime 100 miles is
comparatively slight. My own opinien is
that the unscreened lime will do all that is
necessary. From what I have seen of it, the
unscreened lime will run through a drill even
more readily than the superphosphate farm-
ers are in the habit of using. Mr. Saint
Smith, who is a geologist of this Staie’s
Geological Department, has reported on the
Lake Clifton lime deposit as follows:—
The lime oceurs in the form of a very
white, loose material, forming the bed and
shores of the lake. Trials of the depth of
the deposit were made by me with a pole
across the centre of the Iake at frequent
intervals, from which it is certain that a
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minimum average depth of 13 feet 6
inehes of the material is present. The
lime is for the most part guite impalpable,
and has been produced by an accumula-
lation of tiny gasteropod shells, exfoliated
shells, shell fragments, and chemically pre-
cipitated lime, the last mentioned sub-
stance forming apparently the bulk of the
deposit. Associated with this material are
numerous diatoms,
Doubtless hon. members who are experts on
this subjeet will later inform the House what
diatoms are. Mr. Simpson, the State
Mineralogist and Analyst, has reported on
this lime deposit as follows:—

The variefy of the lime in the sample is
nok ecaleite, which is that found in almost
all limestones, but “aragonite.” This is of
importance in copection with the utilisa-
tion of this material as a fertiliser, since
aragonife is known to be more suseeptible
to the attack of rain water and ground
water than caleite. The minute size of
the pariicles of aragopite will ensure a
maximum aetivity in the soil.

These reports go to show that the Lake
Clifton lime deposit is of wonderful quality,
equal to anything of the lkind that we have
had. The Bill is before hon. members; I
commit it to their careful consideration;
and I am sure that all who are interested in
the development of this State wili assist in
passing the measure through the House.

Mr. Angwin: The lessee intends to put up
cement works as well.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. 1
had intended to mention that the lessee also
purposes utilising the lime in conjunetion
with marl, which is found in the vieinity of
the lake, to make cement. Indeed, I think
the cement is what the lessee expects to make
his money out of, because there is a great
demand for cement throughout Australia.
Moreover, when normal times return, as I
hope they will before long, that cement may
be exported to all parts of the world.

Mr, Angwin: Cement is 25s. a cask now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Any-
thing whieh will assist in that direction will
be an advantage to the State. T believe
that the gentleman primarily interested in
this undertaking is one likely to earry it
through, a gentleman of good repute, a
gentleman who, having resided on the gold-
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fields for many years is, I understand, well
known to many reembers of this House, I
believe lie is in a position, as a business man,
to carry the project through. I trust the
House will look favourably upon this Bill,
in whieh, I know, the late Minister for
Lands, the present leader of the Oppaosition,
is keenly interested. I am sure the hon.
member will assist in passing the measure
through the House. That having been done,
and tlie measure having received the endorse-
ment of another place, I hope the lessee will
as soon as possible enter npon this import-
ant work, When his railway has been built
and the lime begins to arrive in Waroona,
one of the greatest services ever rendered to
our South-West will have resulted from the
passing of this measure. I again commend
the Bill lo the House, and trust that with the
assistance of hon. members it will soon be-
come law. T move—
Thut the Bill be now read a second lime.
On motion by Mr. W. D. Johnson debate
ad;journed.

House adjourned at 8.45 p.m.
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